
Summary of Exercises 

 

The 321st annual gathering of North Carolina Yearly Meeting (Conservative), met on the 

campus of Guilford College in Greensboro, North Carolina in Seventh Month 2018, from 

Fourth Day the 11th to First Day the 15th. We arrived to find a number of construction 

projects underway across the campus, making changes to what for many is a very 

familiar space. We engaged with each other in the course of meetings for worship, 

addressing business, times of contemplation, eating and play. We found familiar 

relationships and practices while also constructing new relationships and receiving new 

guidance. 

 

Our sessions were attended by a number of visitors from beyond our yearly meeting, 

including from Georgia, Indiana, New Jersey, New York, Pennsylvania, Tennessee, and 

other communities in North Carolina. We were grateful for the fullness of participation of 

these visitors and the added richness they brought to our gathering. We also welcomed 

new participants from our own monthly meetings with joy. 

 

On the first afternoon we began with grounding worship, and continued in the evening 

with a gathering of the body that cares for the ministry and nurture of monthly meetings. 

That body shared mostly informal reports among the monthly meetings regarding how 

meetings are being cared for by those taking that responsibility. 

 

At 6:00 AM each morning Friends gathered for coffee and spiritual conversation with 

Lloyd Lee Wilson in the lobby of Hobbs Hall. These gatherings were so well attended 

this year that we ran out of chairs. 

 

Bible study this year was led by David Hobson of Rocky River Friends Meeting, 

exploring biblical passages in song. This was an intergenerational experience when the 

youth participated in the singing and in the selection of the songs. 

 

A concern had arisen in Interim Body about our need to address social injustice. In 

response to this felt need we began our business sessions by sharing each monthly 

meetings response to the eleventh query which challenges us to consider these issues. In 

our final regular business session on Seventh Day we wrestled to discern how our yearly 

meeting, our monthly meetings, and individuals should actively and urgently respond to 

inequities. The focus was to recommend uniting with the Poor People’s Campaign: A 

National Call for Moral Revival for those who can. 

+ 

Other sharing during business sessions included reading state of the meeting reports and 

the remainder of the query responses from each of the monthly meetings. The body 

shared reflections upon hearing query responses, which as always was a time of depth of 

Spirit. 

 

In the course of business we heard reports from Virginia Beach Friends School, AFSC, 

FCNL, the Travel in the Ministry Trust Fund, and other groups. We have lost contact 

with some of the organizations dedicated to Native Americans that we have supported in 



the past. Eric Ginsburg has looked into this and reported back on what he had found. He 

challenged us to consider our intention with regard to supporting Native Americans and 

presented some alternative actions that we will explore. 

 

We heard a report from Bill Geary on the Southern State Worship Group in New Jersey, 

including an invitation to write messages to the participants in that prison community, as 

well as an epistle from that group. In response, Friends were led to write an epistle 

specifically for this worship group, recognizing the deep and long-term friendship 

between the two communities. 

 
We also received a report from the Discipline Review committee and gave second 

approval to two more sections for the revised explanation of our faith and practice. 

 

In interest groups, the Discipline Review committee received feedback on the 

introduction to queries with a need for some new changes, and also got people to 

brainstorm about possible queries. Other interest groups included: AFSC describing the 

local “Siembra NC” program focused on caring for undocumented immigrants, 

particularly Latin immigrants, by strengthening leadership, engagement with surrounding 

community, and resisting deportations through mutual support; William Penn House 

presentation; Quaker Earthcare Witness; and Quaker House of Fayetteville. For the past 

few years those named by their monthly meetings as ministers or elders have met 

together to share stories and experiences. This year the meeting was opened up to any 

interested Friend. Twenty-four Friends showed up and they found the time for sharing 

too short. 

 

Evening presentations included some terrific experiences. Barbara Gosney developed a 

presentation and acted as narrator while 14 other friends gave dramatic (and some not so 

dramatic) readings of historic letters and journal entries written by Friends in North 

Carolina during challenging times of slavery. We also heard from Diane Randall, 

Executive Secretary of Friends Committee on National Legislation, a talk held in the 

meeting room of New Garden Meeting across the street, sharing the experience with 

others beyond our yearly meeting. The youth program organized a talent show for 

Saturday night, which was a fun experience for participants and the audience. This was 

preceded by a time of worship reflecting about how the theme and organization of the 

yearly meeting sessions had impacted those participating. Every night ended with snacks 

and fellowship, enjoyed by all. 

 

In addition to organizing the talent show, the youth got to experience time together and 

fun with outdoor games, a visit to the Elsewhere museum, bowling, ice cream making, 

swimming, and jigsaw puzzle assembly. The “adults” got to encounter their lively 

presence throughout the sessions and were grateful. We left the campus inspired by the 

experience, each other, and the Light, and look forward to gathering again in a year, if 

consistent with Divine Will. 


