
YM SUMMARY REPORT 

 “Yearly Meeting in 11-15 July was attended by Tom Bertrand, Gayle Cameron, Nancy Craft, Nancy Delle 

Femine (welcome, Nancy!), and Dave French.  Minutes and the “letter to absent Friends” will give a thorough 

review of the 5 day gathering, but there are a couple highlights. 

 

1.  We’re hosting Interim Body on October 27.  We’ll need to determine who is going to do what to have this. 

 

2.  There was a passionate discussion about how we (the YM) want to address the topic of racial justice (see 

Tom Bertrand’s comments in the newsletter for July).  Monthly Meetings are asked to continue considering this 

topic, which is on our P&SJ agenda. 

 

3.  The Faith and Practice review committee withdrew the section on the introduction to the Queries for 

additional consideration, so it was not presented for first approval.  There was a discussion about the Queries 

and how they link to Testimonies, so we in VB need to continue as planned to address what are our 

Testimonies. 

 

4.  Diane Randal gave an uplifting presentation about the work of FCNL to our gathering plus members of the 

local (Greensboro) Friends church (FUM). 

 

As always, the YM gathering provided opportunities for deep worship, renewing old friendships, and making 

new friends.  The kids who attended not only had fun but contributed to the spiritual aspects of the gathering, 

and we in VB need to continue to encourage our members and children to attend.  Next year’s gathering is in 

Wilmington, NC (? 10-14 7th month), so it isn’t too early to block out the dates! 

More details!! 

The YM clerk announced VBMM agreed to host the fall Interim Body Meeting (10/27/2018); and 

Durham agreed to host the spring Interim Body Meeting (4/27/2019) 

Appointments were made for the Summary of Exercises, Letter to Absent Friends and the Epistles 

(looking forward to receiving the summary from the YM clerk to forward to our entire community!!) 

Nancy Craft requested the YM endorse her minute to visit OYM this summer. This was approved. 

Susan Lees requested financial support to attend IYM this summer. This was approved and she will be 

working with the Travel Support Committee for the needed funds. 

Returned travel minutes were read from the travel of LLW and Wes Daniels to the wester UN. Also read 

was the travel from Deborah Shaw and Dan Pinkdanlion. 

After the State of Society reports were read, Query 11 was read. This was determined as a way to 

remind all of the Racial Justice issues discussed during the spring Interim Body Meeting. 

The Guilford Historical Collection reported a name change to the Quaker Archives. 

Chuck Fager updated us on the Snow Camp Outdoor Drama. The planning committee had hoped to 

schedule this as an evening option, but the program is re-grouping and fund raising for next year’s 

dramas. 

Will Geary, a named Friend of the YM reported on the importance of writing to prisoners, and is 

especially thankful for the letter from our YM community. He started visiting us 22 years ago. He and his 

son have many fond memories of our YM sessions. 

The afternoon interest group from the Faith and Practice Committee focused on the Queries. 



 Our evening program was an entheustic reading of letters from the early members of our YM during 

challenging times (generally related to the civil war). 

Reports were read from the FCNL and AFSC.  

Eric reported on the Native American Indian Tribes we have been supporting. Two of the three tribes 

have not responded. Eric agreed to continue to research both the specific tribes needing assistance and 

asked what the YM wished to support, Legal issues, at state and/or federal levels (FCNL works on some 

federal legal issues), support to college funds, or other money or assets and development issues. A 

committee was appointed to assist, including our own Mary Miller and Native American. 

Diane from FCNL presented the evening program on the various projects of the FCNL. Other Quakers in 

the area were invited to join us at the local New Garden Friends Church (across the street from Guilford 

College). 

The Trust Fund for traveling in the Ministry reported some funds were used in support of the travel of 

two of our members. 

The Faith and Practice Committee presented for second approved the Introduction to the Discipline and 

the The Beginnings. Both were approved. The also reported the discussion will be focused on the 

Queries during the afternoon Interest Group. 

We heard reports from Quaker House (Fayetteville NC), Quaker Earth care Witness and the Nominating 

Committee.  

The Web Committee is requesting feedback from each monthly meeting on what they want/need for 

the web page.  

Each day some of the Query responses were read to ponder. We find there is much to hear and learn 

from each other when hearing the responses. Members and visitors alike greatly appreciate the depth 

of hearing from each monthly meeting from respect for each person, that perceptions matter and the 

inter life is essential. 

Daily Bible Study through song with commentary on the source of the songs from the Bible was greatly 

enjoyed, especially with the piano accompaniment. 

The Financial Review Committee reported all was in order including the changing of the fiscal year to the 

calendar year. The 2019 budget was approved. (Understanding that updates may be needed later as this 

is the first year since the fiscal year will not start for another 6 months.)  

Lloyd Lee spoke on the Poor Peoples Campaign and the need for grass root issues of poverty, race, the 

war economy and world devastation. Our response as God based, moral based, for value of the 

constitution, and our deep faith tradition with all faith communities. Folks are currently active in 40 

states and DC. The next 40 days is focused on voter registration. As a result, the monthly meeting is 

request to prepare to report on – the Poor Peoples campaign preparation and share prior to the fall 

Interim, meeting, ad hoc group with suggested queries to facilitate dialogue and a statement or 

minute in support of this campaign. Each meeting is to consider how to support the Poor Peoples 

Campaign, type of support and any financial support from the YM. 

During the YM sessions we learned Cheryl Fetterman would not be able to attend due to the death of 

her father.  

 


