
Virginia Beach Monthly Meeting of the Religious Society of Friends  
Meeting for Worship with Attention to Business 

13th Day of Fifth Month 2018  
 

Meeting opened with a period of silent worship, 16 persons present.  

Query #11 - Social Justice and Equality: Do we reverence that of God in every human being 

with concern for the needs of each individual? Are we seeking to rectify existing social injustice 

and racial discrimination in our local communities and in the world at large? 

Response: 

This query reminds us that action begins within by listening and being led. Our school and 

Meeting have a long history of promoting justice. Our social structures often contribute to 

injustice. Although we often struggle, respecting that of God in everyone is at the heart of our 

actions both within and beyond our community. 

Clerk’s message:  

Clerk reminds us of the importance of communication as we work together and the importance 

of staying aware of communication that is confidential. 

School Committee—Joanne Young, Clerk 

Galen McNerar Hamann will be the new Assistant Head of School. Her reputation and 

credentials are well respected. She is a Quaker and has three children. 

Mike Barclay and his family were in town and met with parents. He officially begins July 1 and 

will be in town beginning June 12.  

Upcoming Dates: 

 5/18/18: Field Day 

 6/ 8/18: Awards Ceremony 

 6/9/18: Graduation 
 

Mike Barclay has requested to meet with the Meeting in Sixth Month. 

Alex Dworetzky was welcomed as new alumni representative. 

Church Women United: 

Church Women United recently hosted a Friendship Day. The theme was "Reaching for 

Wholeness in Gratitude for God's Presence". This group, which dates its history back to 1939 as 

a part of the National Council of Church Women, had presentations, discussions and awards. 

All are encouraged to participate in future events. The Meeting appreciates Liana’s commitment. 

This quote from Mother Theresa was the focus:  



"We think poverty means only being hungry, naked, and homeless. Poverty of being unwanted, 

unloved, and uncared for is the greatest poverty. We must start in our own homes to remedy to 

this kind of poverty." 

.Ministers, Elders & Overseers: 

MEO continues to work on setting a new date for a Brian Drayton retreat, it will probably be 

early next year. The Meeting reimbursed him for funds spent when he traveled and was unable 

to get here due to weather complications. 

We are looking for people to both lead and advise regarding the Adult First Day school program.    

MEO reminds us all of availability of support and clearness committees.  

If you know of Friends in need or have concerns, please contact a member of MEO.   

Treasurer/Finance Committee:  

4th Month income was $1843 and expenses were about $1420. The main expense this month 

was the cost for Brian Drayton’s travel. Yearly income is $6215 and expenses are $5654.  

Building and Grounds Committee: 

The door locks are complete. The Committee is considering both a ramp to access the 

basement and the potential need for a new roof.  Other outdoor work that needs to be done is to 

remove some tree limbs and investigate moss on the roof.  New carpet for upstairs is deferred 

until decisions about the ramp are made.  We are giving the new mowing contractor some time 

and will pay for his services.  Tom Kennedy and Larry Hertz are researching safety railings 

around windows wells. The front door sign is still being worked on and a deadline has been set.  

Building and Grounds will coordinate with the Joint Property Committee regarding construction 

that could begin on Laskin road next year.  

Next Work Day: 6/16/18: 9-12 noon. 

Peace and Social Justice Committee:  

The Committee continues to be enthusiastic and much individual work is being done. 

One concern is plastics. The Brock Center is working on eliminating the use of plastic straws 

and a representative will be at Meeting at Rise of Meeting on 5/20/18 to present. A viewing and 

discussion of the film “STRAWS” will take place.  All are welcome and encouraged to support 

this campaign.  

The Committee is working to establish a Friends Council on National Legislation Advocacy 

Team in Hampton Roads. The resources of FCNL will support a variety of people and a new 

generation to be politically active. There will be a meeting tomorrow night (5/14/18) at 6:30 at 

Norfolk Catholic Worker to discuss a strategy for a Hampton Roads campaign to support the 

effort to abolish nuclear weapons. 



Nominating:  

The committee has completed round one and round two.  Please check the new draft of Current 

Committee Membership for your listing and contact information for accuracy.  Contact Whit 

Peace via email for changes.  The meeting is appreciative of the important work of this 

committee.  

Communications Committee: 

Recent Supported Events include: Practicing Mindfulness in Daily Life Amidst the Noise & the 

Haste (4/5 – 5/10), Meeting For Eating - Faith and Practice Discussion (4/15), Houston Shirk 

Memorial (4/22), Interim Body Meeting (4/28), Coastal Friends Gathering (5/5), LRNow Love 

Your Mother Waterway Cleanup (5/12). 

Upcoming Events – Quaker Women Gathering (5/15) 

About 9 bulk emails have been sent since the last report. There are 241 subscribers, 96 receive 

only the newsletter and 145 receive all emails. The engagement percent (of people who open 

the emails) is about 34%. 

In general you can look for Friendly reminders at the end of the week and individual emails 

anytime that highlight special information 

Faith and Practice Committee: 

F&P had a successful “pizza party” meeting on 4/15 at which 23 people attended and gave input 

about what is fundamental to their being a Quaker and what are their “core beliefs”. A summary 

of that meeting has already been shared. We hope to build on the enthusiasm of this event. The 

next steps are going to be determined by our committee. They plan to meet in May. All 

comments are welcome. 

Other Business: 

We thank Robert Crass’ donation of 25 hours time to clean up the grounds in the front and the 

window wells. 

Martha Giles will hold a piano recital in the Meetinghouse on 5/20/18 at 3 p.m.  

Group Yoga Therapy sessions: Friend April contributes to the newsletter. In response to 

requests for more yoga at the Meetinghouse, she will offer classes. She seeks input regarding 

times and days that meet our needs. She is very experienced in Yoga Therapy which can help 

with arthritis, aging, chronic pain, post surgical and preventive unwinding of long established 

patterns. Whit will work with her to set up times and communication. Meeting approved this use 

of the Meetinghouse. 

 

 



VDOT:  

The Meeting received a letter from VDOT indicating someone would be visiting the Meeting 

property. We notified our lawyer and some of us along with our lawyer met with the VDOT 

person. She was assigned to assess the value of the temporary easement, but had no other 

information. We plan to meet again once we have the preliminary report.   

Interim Body: 

Reminder: Yearly Meeting will be at Guilford College Seventh month 12-15, 2018. It is an 

exciting opportunity to be on the campus of a Quaker college and meet with other Quakers of all 

ages and experience. The Planning Committee for the annual gathering described some 

interesting speakers and programs.  Check their new website for registration information. Online 

registration is encouraged. The “Early Bird” registration discount ends on Sixth Month 10. 

Financial Assistance is available by first applying to the Monthly Meeting.  

Our input is requested regarding the Financial Committee of Yearly Meeting:  

Finance Committee asked for guidance on two topics related to the budget. The first is 

philosophical: Should the budget setting process be “zero based” so that only items that are 

advocated by a Yearly Meeting member / committee are included, or should we basically just 

copy last year’s budget and ask for any changes needed? Second, what should be done with 

the accumulated surplus of about $20,000? Choices are: 1. Have Monthly Meetings reduce 

contributions and run deficits until the surplus is consumed. 2. Find new spending items (there 

was an immediate request for $10,000 transferred to the travel support fund.) 3. Just keep the 

surplus (invested in Friends Fiduciary Fund) as a stash against future needs. 

Discussion about what individuals and meetings have done and can do to combat racism 

resulted in the formation of a committee to explore it further and funds assigned to create a 

traveling position for continued encouragement. Members of this committee include Tom 

Bertrand, Bruce Arnold and Lloyd Lee Wilson.  

Please consider joining a committee of the yearly meeting. Both Nancy Nixon and Dave French 

are currently serving. 

The Meeting closed with a period of silence, 15 persons present. 

Jeanne Crawford, Clerk 

Joanne Crass, Recording Clerk 


