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Background on the relationship of Virginia Beach Monthly Meeting to the Friends Committee on 

National Legislation:   

 Virginia Beach Monthly Meeting has long utilized printed literature and the website of FCNL in 

informing and structuring the ongoing work of our Committee on Peace & Social Justice (P&SJ), 

which is also active in the work of the Virginia Interfaith Center for Public Policy (VICPP), the 

VICPP caucus of Friends Meetings in Virginia, and the Legislative Collaborative Roundtable of 

South Hampton Roads, as well as other statewide and local advocacy coalitions.   

 VBFM has long supported FCNL through our annual budget, and several individual members of 

our meeting are FCNL donors. 

 At a potluck meal on March 5, 2017, following Meeting for Worship, the P&SJ Committee 

conducted a workshop on the use of the FCNL website for members/attenders of Meeting who 

had been encouraged to bring their personal laptops to the workshop.   See attached outline of 

that workshop.  

 In June 2017, several members of our P&SJ Committee (Mary Pelham White, Faye Bailey, Mark 

Connolly, Tom Bertrand) drove to Washington DC to participate in the 24-hour Interfaith Vigil 

for Medicaid on Capitol Hill. 

 A member of our P&SJ Committee (formerly Charlie Ansell and currently Tom Bertrand) has 

regularly attended the yearly FCNL meeting and Quaker Policy Institute and participated in the 

work of FCNL’s General Committee as a representative of NCYMC.  As a representative of 

NCYMC on the FCNL General Committee and the FCNL Field Committee, Tom Bertrand made 

written and oral reports about FCNL’s work to the NCYMC gathering in Wilmington NC in 

summer of 2015.  In the summer of 2017 Tom and FCNL General Committee Chairman Eric 

Ginsberg conducted an interest group session on the work of FCNL at the 2017 NCYMC 

gathering in Wilmington.  As an FCNL Visiting Friend, Tom has also discussed the work of FCNL at 

the Coastal Friends Gathering in Woodland, NC (including representatives from small and 

isolated monthly Friends meetings in Greenville, Woodland, and Fayetteville NC and the Core 

Sound Friends Worship Group in Beaufort NC), at the Five Rivers Friends Meeting in Conway SC 

in June 2017, and, on February 3, 2018, at the representative gathering of the newly formed 

North Carolina Fellowship of Friends (including representatives from thirteen programmed 

Friends monthly meetings in North Carolina and southern Virginia) meeting at the Somerton 

Friends Meeting in Suffolk VA.  

 Our P&SJ Committee also corresponds regularly with the Peace & Social Justice Committee of 

the Acadia Friends Meeting in Northeast Harbor, Maine.  



The FCNL Priorities Process at Virginia Beach Friends Meeting in 2018:  Through the months of January, 

February, March and early April of 2018, our P&SJ Committee has conducted a thorough process of 

educating members and attenders of our local meeting about the importance of the “grass roots” 

process of setting FCNL legislative priorities for the upcoming 116th Congressional session.  This 

education began with announcements about the upcoming process after rise from Meetings for 

Worship in January.  On Sunday, January 21, our entire Meeting devoted a “Meeting for Eating” to the 

work of FCNL, with the P&SJ Committee leading a discussion of the priorities process and showing three 

FCNL videos.  During the P&SJ Committee’s meeting on February 4th, we read the FCNL policy priority 

queries (“Priorities Discernment: Resources for Centering”) and discussed the legislative priorities 

that have guided FCNL during the two years of the 115th Congress, and we agreed on the steps of a 

discernment process to recommend to the Monthly Meeting for Business on February 11th, to help 

arrive at a set of priority recommendations from our Meeting to FCNL.  The Monthly Meeting approved 

this process and our survey form on February 11. 

Pursuant to the plan approved at Monthly Meeting on February 11th, the Priority survey was made 

available to all members/attenders.  The survey form outlined the process and asked for individuals to 

indicate their highest priorities for congressional action in the next Congress.  Our Meeting’s 

Communications Committee distributed this survey electronically and members of the P&SJ Committee 

also distributed it in printed form at several weekly Meetings for Worship, so as to achieve the widest 

possible participation.  The survey form asked people to indicate their four top priorities, and provided 

room for individuals to expand on their answers.  The FCNL queries entitled “Priorities Discernment: 

Resources for Centering” accompanied the survey posted on the Meeting’s website to assist our 

members/attenders in considering their own choices of priorities.  We also highlighted various 

legislative policy options utilizing the Mandala on the wall in the Meeting House.  The Peace & Social 

Justice Committee utilized our Committee meetings on March 11th and April 1 to review the completed 

questionnaires, summarize the findings, and seek unity on a report to Meeting for Business.  We sought 

and received approval from Meeting for Business on April 8, in time to submit our Meeting’s report to 

FCNL by the deadline of April 16.  Each step of the process provided further opportunity to educate our 

members and attenders in the work of FCNL.    

Results of our process:  Through constructive cooperation between the VBFM Committees on P&SJ and 

Communications, we were able to secure survey responses from forty-three (43) members and 

attenders of the meeting.  Here are the aggregated priority choices of those participating in our process: 

Total number of responders:          43  

1. Promote policies that reduce economic inequality and poverty; encourage fair compensation for 

workers and health care for all         33  

2. Advance equitable criminal justice systems that eliminate mass incarceration and support law-

enforcement that is community-oriented and demilitarized     25  

3. Pursue policies that promote and respect the rights, safety, and dignity of all immigrants, 

refugees, and migrants          24  

4. Advocate for sustainable solutions to climate disruption and its consequences   19 

5. Work to end gun violence         18  

6. Promote peacebuilding, diplomacy and the peaceful prevention and resolution of violent 

conflict with an emphasis on the Middle East       16  



7. Promote equitable access for all citizens to participation in the political process   12  

8. Reduce military spending and armed interventions      11 

9. Witness and advocate on Native American concerns        5  

10. Promote nuclear disarmament and non-proliferation        5 
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