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Brian Drayton writing on Climate Change as a Spiritual Challenge 

“A spiritual challenge is one which requires us to grow, because it is hard to integrate with our prior 
spiritual beliefs and habits.  It demands some definite change in the way we act on and interpret the 
world and our condition; and  it may require us to seek and use spiritual, intellectual, community, or 
physical resources to guide and feed the growth required.  If we engage with such a challenge whole-
heartedly, we will know we have met it, for the time being, by the reward of peace or sense of inward 
reconciliation, by a sense of clarified understanding, by a removal of some fear and sense of 
insufficiency, and by a renewed understanding of and faithfulness to all of our most essential spiritual 
commitments.  If we take seriously the news coming in from all parts of the planet about the 
gathering storm of changes, the spiritual challenge is desolation.  There is grief, and alarm, at the loss 
of much that is beautiful and valuable in itself, and at the consequent increase of suffering that will 
accrue to our ever-more-numerous human family. The changes we have set in motion will take decades 
to fully unfold, and it will be centuries before a new equilibrium is reached.  At this point, even if 
dramatic measures are taken in the next 5 years, we will only be able to somewhat soften the blows that 
are coming.  The temptations to self-preservation at all costs, to competition and exclusiveness, will only 
rise, because these are the most natural responses to crises that are already under way, and indeed 
accelerating.   Moreover, our political systems by and large have developed in such a way that they are 
now best suited to serve a few powerful interests, rather than the common good.  Beyond the invitation 
to anger and despair that the science news brings daily, I have therefore found myself losing illusions 
that, I realize, have been sources of hope, but which cannot any longer be relied upon. Some of my hope 
has been placed in enforcing social structures, such as government or other political agencies.  It is 
increasingly likely that the major social structures will not respond in time to prevent protracted climate 
disruption.  Some of my hope has been wedded to the idea of progress and reform. God’s will is peace 
and justice, abundance, agape, and creation — but I no longer see how this translates to “progress” as 
Americans and optimists have usually meant it. Finally, I have placed stock in knowing, being able to 
comprehend not only my personal dilemmas, but also the trends in which I am embedded.  And I must 
admit that the hope that I have in knowing really reflects my deep desire to have control over my life, 
for my well-being and that of those I love. We have not confronted the spiritual challenges of climate 
change until we recognize that some of our grounds for hopefulness are false, and that we need again to 
ask where the Holy Spirit and the Gospel story (including its later, Quaker chapters in some of which we 
are appearing right now), can be found in the midst of it all.  At such a time, indeed, we are challenged 
to bring our grief and our need before the Living God. Many Friends [and others] have experienced 
surprising grace when driven to such an extremity, seeing that many of their props and resources were 
unreliable  — ‘When all my hopes in them and in all men were gone, so that I had nothing outwardly to 
help me, nor could I tell what to do….’  We cannot tell God what to do, but we can know some things 
about how God moves among us. 

             -- Brian Drayton writing to New England Friends in 2012, reprinted as Introduction to “Teaching 

Our Children About Climate Change,” https://amorvincat.wordpress.com/2016/09/10/teaching-our-

children-about-climate-change-part-1-introduction/  
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Our regular Peace & Social Justice committee meeting scheduled for the first 
First Day of Third Month (March 4) was to have focused on environmental 
issues, with guest participation by Brian Drayton, a professional plant ecologist, 
educator, and Quaker minister.  Because Brian and his wife, Darcy, were 
prevented from reaching Virginia Beach for the planned weekend retreat as a 
result of a Nor-Easter that kept them bottled up at the Philadelphia Airport, we 
agreed to postpone our committee meeting until March 18, so that we could 
share the feast that was to have fed retreat participants. 
 
Proposed Agenda for March 18 Peace & Social Justice Committee Meeting: 
 

1. Discussion of Pressing Environmental Action Concerns, including proposed drilling off 
the Atlantic Coast – updates from Lewis White and Tom Kennedy 

2. Preparing for FCNL training as an Advocacy Team – next steps 
3. Update on our Committee’s survey of priorities for FCNL (23 persons have completed 

surveys as of March 7) – let’s step up our efforts to solicit 100% participation by April 1  
4. Action updates from FCNL, VICPP, and Norfolk Catholic Worker 

 
 
 

Submitted by Tom Bertrand for the Committee 


