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“To live in that state of tension which enables us to be at the same time critic and friend of 
the government, to study its workings sufficiently, to be able to help religious insight become 
political action, remains part of our duty and call. And withal and beyond all, to maintain an 
abiding faith in the power of good to overcome evil, to live in that way of loving service for 
which we all most deeply yearn: nothing less than this kind of energetic commitment of our 
whole lives can satisfy the inner sanctuary of the human spirit.” 
 
 -- Clarence Pickett, Executive Secretary, American Friends Service Committee 1929-1950 

 

 
 
Notes from our P&SJ Meeting, Second Month 4th day, 2018: Following rise of Meeting for 
Worship, Faye Bailey, Tom Bertrand, Beth Bertrand, Gayle Cameron, Bob Clapp, Nancy Craft, 
Rosie Heart, DeShaunda Hilliard, April Megginson, Richard Taylor, Mary Pelham White, and 
Lewis White convened as a committee and discussed the following matters: 
 

 1youngbob.  We began our meeting by holding our recently departed friend and role 
model in the Light.  In Bob’s memory, we read the above words from Clarence Pickett, 
which characterize so well the gallant and loving spirit of Bob’s fierce advocacy for 
peace and social justice over his long lifetime. 

 Feeding America.  Bob Clapp reported that in his recent solicitation in Meeting, six 
people had contributed $140 to Feeding America.  Using the Feeding America multiplier, 
this $140 translates into a $9660 contribution to feed the hungry. 

 Upcoming visits from FCNL staff.  Tom announced the upcoming visit to Meeting on 
February 11 by Sarah Kennedy, major gifts officer for FCNL.  Tom invited others to share 
a lunch with Sarah following Meeting for Worship on Sunday.  Sarah will stay with Tom 
and Beth on Sunday evening.  Later in the spring, we hope to host FCNL Executive 
Secretary Diane Randall and her family, as well as an FCNL Advocacy Team trainer.   

 Discerning our Meeting’s recommendations to FCNL for Legislative Priorities for the 
116th Congress.  The Committee has been making announcements at Meeting about the 
upcoming FCNL priority setting process for the past two months.  On Sunday, January 
21, during a “Meeting for Eating” devoted to the work of FCNL, the Committee 



conducted a discussion of the priorities process and showed three FCNL videos.  During 
our Committee Meeting on February 4, our Committee agreed to recommend the 
following process to Meeting for Business: 

1. Questionnaire to be sent within the next week to all members/attenders 
outlining the process and asking for individuals to indicate their highest 
priorities for congressional action (see attached questionnaire approved by 
our Committee).  Our committee will work with the Meeting’s 
Communications Committee to distribute this questionnaire electronically 
and in printed form, so as to achieve the greatest participation.  The 
questionnaire asks people to indicate their four top priorities, but also gives 
room for individuals to expand on their answers. 

2. The committee will seek to reach those who can not otherwise participate by 
visiting them in their homes. 

3. We will also post the questionnaire and highlight the various options utilizing 
the mandala on the wall in the Meeting House. 

4. The Peace & Social Justice Committee will utilize its Committee meetings on 
the March 4th and April 1 to review the completed questionnaires, 
summarize the findings, and seek unity on a report to Meeting for Business. 

5. We will seek approval from Meeting for Business on April 8, in time to submit 
our Meeting’s report to FCNL by the deadline of April 16. 

 Email from Patrick Goold on February 3, indicating he will not be able to attend our 
meeting because of the flu:  “If asked for my highest legislative priorities, I would say 
we need legislation to fix the legislature.  This must begin with fixing the political 
process itself. Campaign finance reform, an end to gerrymandering, a return to some 
kind of fairness doctrine in broadcasting, abolition of the electoral college.  Legislation 
to constrain the power of social media is as necessary as it is unimaginable at this 
moment.  These moves might contribute to the real change that is needed.  We need to 
begin careful, orderly and dispassionate discussions about fundamental constitutional 
change.  The first two amendments as currently interpreted by the courts lead to 
insanity in the context of modern communications media and modern weaponry and 
need to be powerfully glossed or rewritten entirely.  Another example: How does the 
senate serve the nation's interest when Wyoming (pop. 525,000) sends the same 
number of senators as California (pop. 40 million)?  And then I wonder what sort of 
legislation could work the basic change needed in the national ethos?  The electoral 
process that fills the legislatures is demented, not just procedurally but substantively, in 
the way politics is discussed.  Something of what I mean here is captured in this op-ed 
from today's NYT.”  

 Recommended reading: 
Steve Almond, ”Blood Sport Politics,” New York Times Op-Ed column, February 2, 2018. 
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/02/02/opinion/trumps-blood-sport-politics.html  

 Tench Phillips, “Project Censored: Last Year’s Essential News Stories That Didn’t Make 
 the News “Veer Magazine, February 5, 2018.   

https://www.nytimes.com/2018/02/02/opinion/trumps-blood-sport-politics.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/02/02/opinion/trumps-blood-sport-politics.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/02/02/opinion/trumps-blood-sport-politics.html


 http://veermag.com/2018/02/project-censored-last-years-essential-news-stories-that-
 didnt-make-the-news/  

 Report on “Day for All People” in Richmond VA, January 24.  Nancy Craft, Mary Pelham 
White and Jeanie Crawford represented our Meeting and Committee in the annual 
VICPP-organized lobby day at the Capitol in Richmond.   

 State Legislative Priorities.  Key Priority Issues for the 2018 General Assembly Session 
set by the Virginia Interfaith Center for Public Policy, of which we are a member: 

1. Healthcare Expansion.  Virginia needs a plan to tap federal dollars that 
would enable it to expand healthcare coverage to 300,000 Virginians, 
mostly workers in low-income jobs 

2. Wage Theft.  Virginia needs to strengthen its laws against wage theft to 
ensure that workers are paid all their legally-owed wages. 

3. Welcoming All.  There has been an increase in anti-immigrant and anti-
Muslim rhetoric at the national leval.  This has trickled down to Virginia, 
where both immigrants and Muslims report feeling targeted and fearful.  
This should not be happening in Virginia.  VICPP believe Virginia must 
remain a welcoming state – welcoming to immigrants and all faith 
groups.  (What state has a prouder history of freedom of religion?)  We 
will stand against all legislation that challenges this idea and support bills 
to create a driver’s permit for immigrants, enable all Virginia students to 
receive in-state tuition, and direct Virginia law enforcement officer not to 
cooperate with ICE at schools, hospitals or congregations. 

4. Increasing the felony threshold. The felony threshold is the amount of 
money or value of items taken at which a person is charged with a felony, 
as opposed to a misdemeanor.  Once convicted of a felony, the person 
faces multiple years in prison and/or major fines, and is labeled a 
convicted felon, which has far-reaching consequences.  Virginia’s legal 
threshold for felony robbery charges has not changed since 1980, when it 
was set at the current level of $200, the lowest in the nation.  It is well 
past time to increase it, if only to keep up to date with inflation.  There 
are other good reasons, including saving Virginia taxpayers millions 
annually.  There are multiple bills filed in this session to address this 
issue. 

 Guns in Churches Bill.  Nancy Craft expressed concern about SB 372, currently before 
the state senate, that would overturn the statutory prohition on “carrying a gun, pistol, 
bowie knife, dagger, or other dangerous weapon, without good and sufficient reason, to 
a place of worship while a meeting for religious purposes is being held at such a place.”  
Nancy believes the best chance of defeating the bill on the Senate floor is to argue that 
it is fundamentally flawed, in that its provisions would compromise the security of 
places of worship by requiring congregations who wish to remain weapons free to post 
special signs declaring themselves a weapons-free zone, thereby unintentionally making 
themselves vulnerable to attack. 

 Faye Bailey.  Faye serves as a member and the secretary of the Board of the Virginia 
Commission for the Arts, which is celebrating its 50th Anniversary year and sponsoring a 

http://veermag.com/2018/02/project-censored-last-years-essential-news-stories-that-%09didnt-make-the-news/
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“Mind in Motion” trip to Israel and the Palestinian communities.  She said that she 
periodically declares this day to be a “no opposition” day:  “I will not be in opposition 
with anyone today; I will listen with curiosity and humor.” 

 Gayle Cameron added that our Meeting deliberately avoids any anti position.  We 
always try to state our positions in their positive aspect. 

 Elizabeth Waitekus.  Elizabeth is committed to our writing more letters to our absentee 
members of meeting and also to our elected representatives and newspapers.  She will 
also be working on transforming our P&SJ mandala with bright colors. 

 Rosalie Heart.  The Women’s Group is now entering its second year, offering the 
women of our meeting a place to come and be heard.  The group lifts up one of its 
members each month.  Rosie spoke again about the need for us all to strive to talk to 
people with opposing political views and shared a story of her seeking common ground 
with someone who had taken offense to comments by others posted on Rosie’s blog. 

 Tom Bertrand asked for prayers for his upcoming testimony to the men’s group at the 
Spring Branch Church on the morning of February 10th. 

 Richard Taylor recalled tensions that arose during the first Gulf War.  He resonated with 
signs that read “No matter where you are from, we are glad you are our neighbors.” 

 April Megginson spoke movingly about her friendship with Bob Young.  Expanding her 
practice as a yoga therapist, she is about to embark on a 4-year path toward a degree in 
homeopathic therapy. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



PROPOSED 2018 FCNL PRIORITIES Survey for Virginia Beach Friends Meeting 

Please fill in and return this survey as soon as you can  

Every two years, our Friends Committee on National Legislation asks Friends and their meetings, 

churches, and other groups all over the country to share which of the many federal policy issues and 

questions identified in FCNL’s Policy Statement, “The World We Seek,” they think are most important.  

See https://www.fcnl.org/updates/the-world-we-seek-25.  What issues need close attention from 

Friends, and from FCNL? Our answers to this question in Virginia Beach will join with input from other 

Meetings around the country to feed into the process of priority discernment by the FCNL Policy 

Committee.  At the FCNL Annual Meeting in November, the General Committee (FCNL governing board) 

will consider the Policy Committee’s draft and approve new priorities to guide FCNL's work in 2019 and 

2020, for the 116th Congress. For further information about the FCNL priority setting process, see:  

http://fcnl.org/about/govern/priorities/packet.pdf 

As we discern our own Meeting’s response to this request, let us all consider the queries set forth in the 

attached document “Priorities Discernment: Resources for Centering.” Our Peace & Social Justice 

committee asks each member/attender of our Virginia Beach Meeting to review the ten priorities that 

have guided FCNL in its work with the current Congress (see below) and to indicate which four of those 

priorities you believe should receive the highest priority in FCNL’s work with the next Congress.  We 

know that you will likely resonate to most if not all of the current priorities, but please choose YOUR 

TOP FOUR and indicate them by a check beside your four choices below.  Feel free to elaborate on your 

answers in the space at the end of the survey.  Our P&SJ committee will then aggregate the replies and 

report our collective top seven priorities at the VBFM Fourth Month Meeting for Business (April 8).  Our 

Meeting’s response must reach FCNL by April 16. 

YOUR NAME ____________________________________________________________________   
 
PLEASE CHECK OFF YOUR FOUR TOP PRIORITIES BELOW: 

 Promote peacebuilding, diplomacy and the peaceful prevention and resolution of violent 
conflict with an emphasis on the Middle East. 

 Reduce military spending and armed interventions. 

 Promote nuclear disarmament and non-proliferation. 

 Advance equitable criminal justice systems that eliminate mass incarceration and support law-
enforcement that is community-oriented and demilitarized. 

 Pursue policies that promote and respect the rights, safety, and dignity of all immigrants, 
refugees, and migrants. 

 Promote equitable access for all citizens to participation in the political process. 

 Promote policies that reduce economic inequality and poverty; encourage fair compensation for 
workers and health care for all. 

 Work to end gun violence. 

 Witness and advocate on Native American concerns. 
 Advocate for sustainable solutions to climate disruption and its consequences. 

https://www.fcnl.org/updates/the-world-we-seek-25
http://fcnl.org/about/govern/priorities/packet.pdf


IF YOU WISH, PLEASE ELABORATE BELOW ON YOUR TOP PRIORITIES.  FEEL FREE TO RECOMMEND ANY 
FEDERAL LEGISLATIVE PRIORITY NOT COVERED BY THE ABOVE LIST.  


