
 

Paula Justice 

 

Virginia Beach - Paula Virginia Lippard Justice passed away peacefully on the morning of October 

4th, 2017 in her hometown of Virginia Beach, VA in the presence of her only child, Laley Rose 

Morgan Lippard. Paula was born and raised in Portsmouth, Virginia by her loving parents, Pauline 

Atwell Lippard and Claude Jason Lippard, with her sisters Claudette Fussell and Patricia DeHart. 

While Paula's childhood was predominantly spent in Portsmouth, each summer she would join over 

150 cousins at the Troutman Family reunion in North Carolina. She is survived and beloved by a 

large family of nieces, nephews, cousins -- and friends. 

 

Paula dedicated her life to education, arts, social justice and the alleviation of suffering - often 

through her lighting wit and intellect. Those who knew Paula shared in her gifts as devoted friend, 

esteemed teacher, accomplished poet, Quaker minister, counselor, artist, and activist.  

 

An alumna of The College of William and Mary, Paula earned her Ph.D. in Communications from 

the University of Colorado Boulder where she became a member of the Boulder Religious Society of 

Friends Quaker Meeting. Paula's dissertation research was on dreams; her research publications 

focused on silence, deception, dreams, and intrapersonal communication. As a teacher and practicing 

Licensed Professional Counselor, she has led classes, seminars, workshops, and presented lectures on 

a variety of psycho-educational topics across the country. Paula has been an educator in Hampton 

Roads, VA for over 40 years and recently retired from an associate professorship of the graduate and 

undergraduate faculty at Old Dominion University in Communication and Counseling.  

 

She was an avid lover and supporter of the arts; Paula was an improvisational actor in Playback 

Hampton Roads Theater, a visual artist, and poet. Paula wrote poetry for 50 years, and her poems 

have been published in the William and Mary Review, Poets Domain, and Soundings I-V. Her poetry 

has won awards in the Poetry Society of Virginia's Annual Competition, Christopher Newport 

Writers' Conference Poetry Competitions, the Case Western Reserve Poetry Competition, and others. 



Her published chapbook of poems, TENDER WITNESS (2016), is an intimate collection of poetry 

that spans her life exploring topics of spirituality, politics, and family.  

 

Paula was a recorded minister of the Virginia Beach Friends Meeting (Quakers) and participated in 

the vibrant life of the Meeting and the Friends School. Her memorial and celebration of life will be 

held at the Quaker Meetinghouse on Saturday, October 28th at 2pm, 1537 Laskin Rd, Virginia 

Beach, VA 23451. 

 

Paula's family would like to make special thanks to the kind and generous people who cared for her. 

In lieu of cards or flowers, please consider a donation in her name to the Friends Committee on 

National Legislation (www.fcnl.org) or give kindly to your local animal shelter. 
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