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Peace and Social Justice Committee Meeting 
Eighth Month, 20th Day, 2017  11a.m. - noon 

Review 
 
Attendence: Bree Holcomb,  Bob Clapp, Patrick Goold,  Nancy Craft, Gayle  Cameron,   

DaShaunda Hilliard.  Mary Pelham White 
 

Silence: Holding Bob Young and Paula Justice in the Light 
 
Reviewed Past Concerns: Remembered concerns from previous PS&J Meeting.    

Scanned a list of numerous events from the prior week.  Members expressed desire 
for notices for local protests and events.  Suggested Indivisible757 website and 
Facebook page as well as Va Organizing and VICPP.  Gayle reminded us that Quakers 
tend not to protest but to stand for.  Discussed VBFM previous vigils and our caution 
re. our school.   
 

Shared individual concerns: 
Bree Holcomb spoke of her rich time in Poland and the Czech Republic and her 
transition back home. She is assimilating her adventures with personal health 
concerns.  She also related her  
 
Bob Clapp attended a fundraiser for Ralph Northam, forty people at the Westin 
Hotel where the Governor stressed that we’re about doing things for people in the 
state rather than shouting “kill him”  etc 
 
Patrick Goold described how deformed the conversation becomes very destructive. 
His example was an postcard sent by his autoshop.  It’s a beautiful scene of 
downtown Portamouth that centers on a Confederate monument.   Patrick 
mentioned the Mayor’s opinion that monuments be moved.   He said he hoped that 
the governor’s race would focus on issues of healthcare and the economy rather 
than monuments.  He recommended an article in the New York Times 
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/08/19/us/politics/charlottesville-trump-virginia-gubernatorial-campaign-race-confederate-
statues.html?rref=collection%2Fspotlightcollection%2FRace/Related&action=click&contentCollection=U.S.&module=Colle
ction&region=Marginalia&src=me&version=spotlight&pgtype=article 

He recommended BICE news on HBO. 
Patrick also said that racism is a wedge issue and that we need to focus on health 
care and economic injustice instead of ruminating on monuments. 
 
Nancy Craft  continues her focus on health care.  The VICPP teleconference was right 
after the Charlottesville protests.  Bobo said the issues are white supremacy and not 
statues. 
 
Gayle Cameron talked about after the Charleston murders it became important to 
her to take down the Confederate flag in South Carolina.  What you revere is what 
you build monuments to.  Gayle is encouraged about what’s coming out of the 
Charlottesville protests.   She said that in order to stay focused, it’s important to 
continue calls re. health care to representatives.  She also said she is focusing on 
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getting teachers to present to our Meeting this next year; how can we strengthen 
ourselves. 
 
DaShaunda Hilliard  said she was camping out in a beautiful location while the 
Charlottesville events occurred.  She said none of this has changed anything for her 
or her family.  It’s always been true. She was from New Kent County and they had to 
drive around the monuments every day.  She said everything is about race.  It’s 
never out of mind. 
 
Mary Pelham White  We need to help each other wake up to see the injustice that 
we’ve grown blind to.  It’s white privilege that allows folks not to know. 
 

In the end, our Committee agreed to determine a specific activity when we are so moved 
rather than construct something now. 

 
   
 
 


