
Virginia Beach Monthly Meeting of the Religious Society of Friends 

Meeting for Worship with Attention to Business 

August 13, 2017 

 

Meeting opened with a period of silent worship.  14 persons present. 

 

Meeting for Business Query #1 / Meeting for Worship: Do we faithfully 
uphold our testimony for worship which is based on silent waiting, and for free and 
un-programmed ministry that may be shared by all? Is there a living silence in 

which we feel drawn together by the Light of Christ, the power of God in our midst; 
and is this inspiration carried over into our daily lives? Do we come to Meeting with 

hearts and minds open and ready to worship in silence or in vocal ministry or 
prayer as the Holy Spirit leads us? Does our meeting encourage those who may 
have a gift for the spoken ministry? 

 

Response: 

As we join together in the silence of the Light of Christ, we are reminded that often 
our vocal ministry is important to others. How do we encourage those who have a 

true message? The mystery is that these gifts of the spirit are messages that speak 
to us which may come from anyone. 

 

Head of School/School Committee: 

Lewis introduced the Interim head of school, Jack Lewis.  

Jack discussed his background, highlighting his belief and participation in 

service, which is one of the Quaker values.  

He is enthusiastic about the new year. The faculty will start next week. The 
spirit of volunteerism is impressive.   

For education, he believes that students' success depends on respect for 

others, curiosity and participation in life-long learning to prepare for the 
future. Quality teachers teach curiosity, honor and character in meeting our 

Friends Mission.  

Our challenges include fundraising. We need to listen, respect, take time to 
reflect, remain student focused and be decisive.  



Names of new members are: Nicole Padmore, Chalit Fernando, Dean Wells 

and the ex-officio members are Wendy Cousin, Kristyne Lotito, Jordan Storm 
and Jack Lewis. Members who left School Committee last year are Michele 

Ewing and Al How. 

Ministers, Elders and Overseers: 

The memorial garden group will meet to discuss the future; the place has 

yet to be determined because potential changes in the landscape. 

Communications: 

Recent events were reported. Recommendations: 

1) Meeting approved a plan to Celebrate World Quaker Day on October 1 

with a program. Linda Smith, Nancy Nixon and Tom Bertrand volunteered to 

help with the coordination.  

2) Regarding a gathering to discuss the Life and Work of VBFM, Meeting 

asked nominating and communication committees to provide more detail 
regarding the purpose and format.  

3) Meeting approved the recommendation that we discontinue the newsletter 

as it was only the minutes and we lack an editor. Communications 
committee will send an email this month for a first effort. A link will be 

provided to the minutes, the reports and website. There may be value in a 
less frequent paper newsletter, communication committee will consider this. 

The minutes will still be provided in paper for those who don't use the 

internet.  

Please contact Meetinghouse scheduler prior to scheduling any use of the 

Meetinghouse. 

Communications committees will help promote events. 

Treasurer/Finance Committee:  

Itemized expenses YTD are listed on the bulletin board. Year to date there is 
approximately $12,000 in income and approximately $12,000 in expenses. 

We still owe the approximate $10,000 of our contribution to the school and 
there isn't income for this yet.  

The seat back cushions are ready. The budgeting process will begin soon. 

The finance committee hasn't met recently as there is no business. Friends 
Fiduciary Fund is investment is doing well. 

Building and Grounds: 



Barbara French is the new convener of Buildings and Grounds. 

Building & Grounds is studying key entry issues and whether  keyless locks 
are a viable solution. A subcommittee is researching accessibility to the 

basement via elevator. Quotes are being solicited for carpet for the meeting 
room. An emergency call list is being formed. Shutters have been re-

painted. Trees have been trimmed for electrical wires. 

We are grateful to Midori for volunteering to make seat back cushions.  

September 30 is the next work day. 

Peace and Social Justice: 

Peace and Social Justice discusses many and varied concerns. We hold 

Charlottesville Friends Meeting in the Light after the recent events. The 

following quote from Clarence Picket was read, which is especially 
meaningful at this time.  

“To live in a state of tension which enables us to be at the same time critic and friend of 
government, to study its workings sufficiently to be able to help religious insight become 
political action, remains part of our duty and call. And withal and beyond all, to maintain 
an abiding faith in the power of good to overcome evil, to live in that way of loving 
service for which we all most deeply yearn: nothing less than this kind of energetic 
commitment can satisfy the inner sanctuary of the human spirit.” -- Clarence Pickett, For 

More Than Bread (1953)  

Clarence Picket was the longest serving General Secretary of the American 
Friends Service committee, advised several US presidents and accepted the 

noble peace prize on behalf of AFSC and its British counterpart. We are 
fortunate that he was here for our meetinghouse dedication in 1955 and two 

other times.  

The group has been involved in several events; see their report for details 
and photographs.  

The Baltimore yearly meeting minutes on North Korea was distributed.  

We are mindful of the need to represent pacifism and peace and mindful as 
well for the safety of the community.  

  

Faith and Practice: 

The report was received. 

Action Items: 



The meeting approves the engagement of the services of James R. Harvey 

III with VANDEVENTER BLACK in accordance with the letter of engagement 
& release Mr. Bourdon from any further representation of The School or The 

Meeting in these matters. 
 

Peace and Social Justice Update: 

In response to our reaching out to Charlottesville Friends Meeting this 
morning, a call came stating that there were thousands of people in prayer 

vigils for the last several days and they ask and appreciate that we continue 
to hold them in the Light. 

 

The meeting ended with silent worship, 16 people present. 

 

Jeanne Crawford, Clerk  

Joanne Crass, Recording Clerk 

 


