
F&P report to business meeting 8/13/2017 
	
Yearly Meeting considered 5 sections* scheduled for either first or second 
approval.  There was lots of discussion and a few minor changes.  One 
paragraph (related to slave ownership) of “historical sketch” was held back from 
approval due to some further discussion wanted, but the other 4 sections were 
approved as presented. 
 
There was lengthy discussion about the Policy and Procedures manual.  We 
asked why no progress had been made during the past year in implementing this 
manual, and YM agreed that there needed to be some mechanism to implement 
the manual.  It would be a replacement for the existing “excerpts” document 
(which needs to be maintained until the new manual is created.)   
 
There was also a discussion about “editorial” type changes.  Much of what we 
have suggested fits into this category e.g. in the section on marriage the 
clearness committee had only one listed responsibility (to determine if the couple 
were not already married) but the sentence went on to say “these 
responsibilities”.  Kent Wicker from Durham Monthly Meeting will be the editor for 
the Faith and Practice book, and will look to correct such ‘errors’.  His role hasn’t 
yet been defined or formalized as part of the overall review process, so it was 
agreed that in the next year or two it should be.  In the mean time, we should 
continue to offer editorial input, but not stress out if it isn’t accepted, given that 
Kent will do a clean up function later, and also that he agreed to link with me 
(Dave) somehow in that process.  We should look for the definition of his work. 
 
There was some discussion about what would come next for our consideration, 
but nothing was clarified.  It seems that we’ll continue to deal with Queries. 
 
There was a spirited discussion about the use of the word “doctrines”, and that 
word’s meaning and use.  We all seemed to agree that when we address the 
section on doctrines and testimonies, we will have a serious task.  Bob Gosney 
spoke eloquently on the topic; we would benefit from linking with him!! 
	

• second approval sections – Historical sketch, Special Occasions, Policy 
and Procedure manual 

• first approval sections – Introduction, the Beginnings  
	
	
Our monthly meeting committee doesn’t have a meeting scheduled. 


