
Report for Peace & Social Justice Committee 
12:00 pm, Fifth Month, 14th day, 2017 

 

  
“Activism is my rent for living on the planet.”  -- Alice Walker, poet/novelist 
  
“Until one is committed, there is hesitancy, the chance to draw back. Concerning all acts of initiative (and 
creation), there is one elementary truth, the ignorance of which kills countless ideas and splendid plans: 
that the moment one definitely commits oneself, then Providence moves too. All sorts of things occur to 
help one that would never otherwise have occurred. A whole stream of events issues from the decision, 
raising in one's favor all manner of unforeseen incidents and meetings and material assistance, which no 
man could have dreamed would have come his way. Whatever you can do, or dream you can do, begin it. 
Boldness has genius, power, and magic in it. Begin it now.”  -- William Hutchinson Murray  (1913-1996), 
from his 1951 book entitled The Scottish Himalayan Expedition [quote is often mis-attributed to Goethe] 
 

 
1. Notes from our Meeting on Fourth Month, 15th, 2017:  Gayle Cameron, Bob Clapp, 

Patrick Goold, Paula Justice, Tom Kennedy, Ramonda King, Laley Lippard, Beth Patterson 
Bertrand, Sofie Perry, Bob Young, and Tom Bertrand gathered for the regular monthly 
meeting of the committee.   

 

 Agenda.  We reviewed the agenda and agreed to go around the circle and share 
our respective concerns. 

 Mission of our Committee.  For the third straight month, Tom B. asked the 
committee to review our mission statement and list of activities as approved in 
2016 and posted on the Committee’s page on the VBFM website.  There were 
no suggestions for change, so the Committee webpage will remain as is, until 
some change is agreed upon. 

 Earth Care Witness.  Tom B. again recommended that the P & SJ Committee lift 
into prominence in our discussions the issue of Earth Care, which has become a 
leading issue of concern for various Friends Meetings around the nation. 

 Old Business: Discussion of whether there is anything we can do to counteract 
the influence of “ACT for America,” a Virginia Beach-based nonprofit 
organization that bills itself as “the NRA of national security.”  The Southern 
Poverty Law Center lists ACT for America as an extremist group, “the largest 
grassroots anti-Muslim group in America,” which reportedly has about 280,000 
members in more than 1,000 chapters [compare that with approximately 
87,000 adult Quakers in the United States.  ACT for America has considerable 
influence with President Trump’s strategist, Stephen Bannon.  Retired Lt. Gen. 
Michael Flynn sits on ACT for America’s  Board of Advisers.   

 Lobbying Congress and Virginia General Assembly.  Information was shared on 
issues that members might want to raise with Congressman Scott Taylor when 
he is back in the district during the congressional recess April 7-24.  Also 
information was shared from the Virginia Interfaith Center for Public Policy 

https://www.amazon.com/Scottish-Himalayan-Expedition-W-Murray/dp/B0000CI33A?tag=aboutcom02thoughtco-20


about how to lobby our local state representatives on the importance of 
Medicaid Expansion for the 400,000 Virginians without access to healthcare. 

 How to talk with those of contrary political persuasion.  Bob Y. reminded us of 
Rosie Heart’s ongoing  monthly conversations with her landlord.  He related a 
conversation he had recently had with a woman in his doctor’s office, and how 
it often helps to respond in neutral terms – “So, so” -- when first engaging in 
such a conversation. 

 Laley’s upcoming plays.  Laley, who was home from Cleveland to visit her mom, 
shared news of the two plays in which she will be engaged in May – first the 
production of the contemporary Quaker playwright Eric Coble’s “These Mortal 
Hosts” which Laley will direct at the Cleveland Playhouse in late May and, 
thereafter, a new season of the Chicago Home Theater Festival, of which Laley is 
Managing Producer. 

 Inequality in the Distribution of Wealth.  Patrick is deeply concerned with the 
widening inequity in the distribution of wealth in our society and, particularly in 
his home town of Portsmouth.  He has come to believe that this cannot be 
changed through partisan politics, because the concentration of wealth among 
the few has become such a structural reality in our society.  He believes that 
only a spiritual revolution can address the issue.  Beth commented that most of 
the growth in the economy since 2008 has been for those who own stocks.  
Wage growth has not yet started to improve, though joblessness has improved. 

 The “beautiful journey” of connecting with a person you have not met before.  
This theme was prominent in the minds of all of us this day. 

 Sofie’s ideas.  Sofie expressed her concern about Syrian refugees.  As a singer 
and songwriter, she is interested in helping us revive the “Coffeehouse.” 

 Rosalie Heart’s new book, Living Future Pull, has been published.  There will be 
a book event at the home of Tom and Beth Bertrand on June 15.   

 Gayle encouraged the committee to suggest some programs to ME&O.  

 

Submitted by Tom Bertrand for the Committee 


