
Virginia Beach Monthly Meeting of the Religious Society of Friends 
Meeting for Worship with Attention to Business 

12th day of Third month 2017 
 

Meeting open with a period of silent worship, 13 persons present. 
 

Query #9 
 Are we mindful of Friends testimonies against alcoholic beverages, tobacco, and 
other harmful drugs; and do we refrain from using them or dealing in them, 
realizing that abstinence is the clearest witness against overindulgence? Do we seek 
to avoid all kinds of gambling and places of diversion that tend to be demoralizing? 
Do we keep in mind how diverse and widespread are the temptations to grow richer 
at the expense of others? Are we faithful to our testimony against taking oaths? 

 
Response to query number nine:  
The query is complex and assumes fixed answers to prior questions that might 
be better left open. The assumption that abstaining from alcohol is an 
obligatory, for example, no longer lives for some of us. The spirit of the query 
remains; our faith has meaning when expressed in our lives. Our behavior 
speaks and it is good to be reminded of this. Not guilt but thoughtfulness about 
life is the point. 
 
 Peace and Social Justice:  
Peace and social justice committee gave a detailed report of its many activities. 
Everyone is encouraged to read the complete report, which is posted on the website. 
A group from the school and the meeting is set to attend the FCNL Spring Lobby 
Weekend for Young Friends in Washington DC on third month 18- 21. The 
committee asks that meeting commit $500 dollars to support this travel. This was 
approved. 
 
School Committee: 
The School committee reported that it has not met yet for this month. The search for 
an interim head of school for next year is underway.  The Head of school is out of the 
country. Her report is posted on the website. 
 
MEO: 
Ministers, elders and overseers reported that they 2017 retreat brought in 30 
people on Friday and 16 on Saturday. The memorial service for Herb Gill saw the 90 
to 100 attendees.  Adult first day school committee is down to one member. 
Nominating committee has been asked to find additional members.  MEO is working 
on ways to reanimate a program for adults. Meeting will be kept abreast of this 
work. 
 
Communication Committee: 
The Communication committee has actively supported the work of the other 



committees. Sporadic problems persist with email to those with Cox email service. 
Work on the VBFM handbook continues.   
 
Budget and Finance: 
The Budget and Finance committee reported that income for second month was 
$925 and expenses work $809. Expenses for the year to date are $3187 well income 
year-to-date is $2750. 
 
Building and Grounds: 
 The Building and Grounds committee reported that next work day is the first day of 
fourth month. HVAC ducts have been insulated.  Insulation of the attic is planned 
soon. A new toilet has been installed to replace one that was unsatisfactory.  A New 
lawn mowing contract has been signed. The next meeting of the committee is the 
second day of fourth month at 9 AM in the meeting house. 
 
Faith and Practice: 
The faith and practice review committee presented the following document, which 
they proposed the meeting send to yearly meeting faith and practice review 
committee as our monthly meetings response to yearly meeting’s proposed changes 
to the introduction to the queries.  
 
Faith and Practice report to Business Meeting 3rd mo. 2017 we addressed the 
section recently offered as 8A – the introduction to the (monthly meeting) queries. 
We recommend sending the report below to the YM F&P committee. We appreciate 
having this section without a time deadline, so we feel unrushed in our 
consideration. We endorse the spirit of the section proposed. We know how vital the 
queries are to our Meeting’s life, and applaud the effort put into this work. The 
words that deal with our responsibility are uplifting and moving. We believe that 
the introductory paragraph saying that there isn’t a dogma or set of rules for us is 
fundamentally important. a. Concern: by stating that a query may be changed 
without a book revision, we might be implying that other parts of F&P couldn’t be 
revised independently of a book revision. Rather than stating this in the queries 
section, we would state it in an introduction to the book. b. Concern: the opening 
sentence of second paragraph has words in parenthesis that are more confusing 
than helpful if this section only applies to monthly meetings (per our 
understanding.) c. Concern: the queries are often worded in a way that isn’t clear 
about whether they are intended to apply to the Meeting or to the individuals in the 
Meeting. This introduction doesn’t clarify this. The 3rd paragraph addresses this 
issue, but some of us struggle with separating an individual response vs. a Meeting 
response. d. Concern: lacking a view of the end result of the book revision, and 
therefore not seeing how this 8A introduction might apply to queries for MEO and 
the individual (in addition to queries for the Monthly Meeting) we are unsure if it 
needs to expand to address those other queries. e. Concern at prior meeting is set 
aside: we assume that the new Faith and Practice will adequately discuss the inner 
light and therefore we needn’t footnote reference the word “light”. f. Concern: we 
would value a continuing forum or way to better understand the input and views of 



the other monthly meetings concerning the Faith and Practice revision work. We see 
F&P as a document that unites us as an YM, and we want the revision process to also 
aid in uniting us. We ask (with these minutes) YM committee to create and facilitate 
this process. G. concern: Virginia Beach would like a “status report” from YM 
committee on the various sections already considered that gives more detail about 
where they stand. Will there be a scheduled opportunity to raise questions that we 
believe aren’t adequately dealt with? We agreed that we want a discussion with the 
YM committee as soon as practical to clarify our responses to this section 8A. Dave 
will try to set this up at 10:30 at Interim body April 22. 
  
Meeting approved sending this document as our response. 
 
 Nominating Committee: 
Nominating committee is distributing a document entitled “Introduction to Quaker 
Nominating Season” via email.  The committee will begin contacting individuals 
shortly. 
 
     ACTION ITEMS 
 
The sound system committee reported that amplification has been explored and it 
has been determined that individual amplifiers would be the best approach for us 
now, when needed. 
 
Meeting confirmed that it will host the coastal friends meeting on the first seventh 
day in 11th month. 
 
Joint property task force reported that it is waiting for a chance to meet with legal 
counsel. The committee will schedule a meeting soon. The salient concern is with 
Virginia Natural Gas’s request for an additional 10 foot easement across the front of 
our property. 
 
Long-range planning committee reminded each committee to console the long-
range plan on the website and to address the action items relevant to their 
committee in their reports and actions. 
 
Meeting closed with a period of silent worship, 19 persons present. 
 
Nancy Nixon - Clerk 
Patrick Goold - Recording Clerk 


