
Virginia Beach Monthly Meeting of the Religious Society of Friends 

Meeting for Worship with Attention to Business 

January 15, 2017 

 

Meeting opened with a period of silent worship, 16 persons present. 

 

Query # 7 – Peace Testimony 

Do we endeavor to live in the life and power that takes away the 

occasion of all war, seeking to do our part in the work of reconciliation 

between individuals, groups, and nations?  Do we faithfully maintain our 

testimony against nuclear and all other military preparations, the bearing 

of arms, and all participation in war? 

 

Response: 

The times challenge us, and we feel especially called to focus on the work 

of reconciliation with renewed courage and dedication. This work begins 

with finding our own inner peace, emerges in face-to-face relationships 

with other individuals and matures into engagement with the larger 

community. 

 

Communications: 

Communications Committee noted that a detailed report is available 

online.  

Attention was called to minor revisions of the committee’s 

description on the website and that notice of first month’s retreat has 

been posted on Facebook. 

 The committee was commended for its excellent work in keeping 

everyone informed of Meeting activities. 

 

Head of School: 

Head of School reported for 12th month and 1st  month. The Christmas 

gathering was very simple this year.  Food was served in the Cottage after 

school ended, and afterwards some of the staff went bowling.  Plans are 

already underway for Founders Day on the 25th of third month. 

Admission has been working on retention as well as bringing in new 

students. 

 The five weather closures so far are making the end of the semester 

particularly hectic. 

 

Treasure/ Finance Committee:  

The Treasurer reported that income for the month was $7331. Expenses 

were $631. With expenses year to date at $24,450 and income at $27,378, 

total income exceeded expenses by almost $3000. This includes all 

planned expenses except $1700 for property insurance, which was 



approved last month and paid this month. 

 There was no capital spending the last two months. 

 

Building and Grounds: 

Building and Grounds Committee reported on the meeting room area; 

long-range planning follow-up is looking at how to extend handicap 

access and accommodate hospitality. A number of maintenance issues 

were addressed. The next meeting of the committee is fifth day of second 

month. 

 

Peace and Social Justice: 

Peace and Social Justice Committee called attention to the mandala/ 

bulletin board that addresses “My Concern/I will” in the meeting room 

and encourage members and attenders to post and repost as they 

discern their concerns. Activities and upcoming events are given in the full 

report which is posted on the website. 

 

Ministers, Elders, and Overseers: 

Ministers, Elders, and Overseers called attention to the upcoming retreat in 

first month, the planning of which has been their primary work. 

 School Committee and school staff have been invited to attend. 

 As always, friends are reminded to refer their concerns about 

Friends in need to the ministers, elders, and overseers. 

 

Meeting Sound System: 

The committee for the Meeting sound system reported that they are 

educating themselves about what are needed and soliciting quotes for 

an appropriate system. 

 

Joint Property Task Force: 

The Joint Property Task Force reported that it will be meeting on the 17th 

day of the first month at 7 PM to discuss new information about a request 

by Virginia Gas for an easement across the Laskin Road frontage. 

 

Steady Footsteps: 

An inquiry about Meeting support for Steady Footsteps presented. Tom 

Elder is the contact person. The Clerk, Nancy Nixon, will contact Tom for 

an update.  The Meeting continues its financial support. 

 

Long-Range Planning:  

The Long-Range Planning Task Force reminds each committee to consult 

goals in the strategic plan summary of the long-range plan. This can be 

found on the Meeting website. Committees are asked to address these 



goals in their work as appropriate and to mention in their report to 

Meeting for Business any activity in support of the long-range plan. 

 

Correspondence:  

A letter from a prisoner requesting friendly correspondence was received 

and Patrick Goold volunteered to respond. 

 

Meeting closed with a period of silent worship, 17 persons present. 

 

Submitted by 

Nancy Nixon - Clerk 

Patrick Goold - Recording Clerk 


