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Faculty: 

The faculty had a very simple Christmas Gathering.  Food was served in the Cottage after school 

ended and some people went bowling. Many felt that bowling should be a once a month event 

for faculty as it really brought people together. 

Faculty members with six years tenure or more have until the end of January to bring in their 

new fingerprints. 

The Accreditation Steering Committee had its first official meeting in early December.  

Advancement: 

Founders Day planning is underway.  

Admissions: 

In terms of retention, we start transition activities near the end of January; these are moving up 

days, lock-ins etc. for inter-divisional changes -the key attrition areas.  The Enrollment 

management committee is in the process of planning activities that will generate excitement 

amongst students and introduce unknown teachers and programs to parents. This will facilitate 

grade to grade transitions.  

A new Chinese tenth grader arrives on January 15. There is also a local tenth grade applicant, a 

new Lower School student and a new Cottage student. 

Life of the School: 

December was a busy month. We were happy that the Scholastic Book Fair was well supported.  

Once again, the School was able to purchase and donate books to the Mattaponi thanks to the 

Community’s generosity. 

Our Middle School Forensics Team won two thirds and a second place at the Robert S. Sergeant 

Independent School Forensics Tournament which was held at the Williams School. 

Early School thoroughly enjoyed spending time with Elizabeth and Sandy Laprelle who visited 

classrooms, playing "old time" music and demonstrating “crankies” for the students.  The 

Laprelles treated our Community to a concert of traditional Appalachian music in the Library in 

the evening and there was standing room only!    

The Lower School had a special treat. They went to see the Nutcracker ballet. 



The winter performance was favorably received by the parents. The transition between T. Tracy 

and Jo has been a smooth one and we will continue with Tracy at the helm of music and 

performance and review at the end of the year. 

January is going to be hectic as well. Upper and Middle school are winding up the first Semester 

and students are busy with culminating projects and papers. Semester Two begins on the twenty-

third of January.  Rehearsals are underway for two performances.  The Upper School’s Comedy 

Night will be on Saturday, January 14.  The Charlie Brown performance was postponed to 

Sunday, January15.   

With five inclement weather closures thus far, we are doing a make-up day this Tuesday which 

originally was a teacher work day. 

 Facilities: 

Fire marshal inspected the school in early December and we had the best review yet.  He was 

satisfied with all that he saw.  He will not even do a follow up visit since he did not request any 

changes or improvements.   The Counseling office and Breezeway roofs have been patched.  

Three of our Mini-split HVAC units have been repaired in the last six weeks.  They are now at 

the age when most should be replaced and Chris has been doing a great job of extending the life 

of these units.  


