
 

Report for Meeting of Peace & Social Justice Committee  
12:00 pm, December 12, 2016 

 
 

1. Over the past two and one-half weeks, fifteen different members/attenders of VBFM joined our 
committee for conversations about what challenges and opportunities have been presented to us as 
Quakers by the political and moral condition of our nation.  We considered the following post-
election Query:  What now for us as a community devoted to the seeking and telling truth and the 
practice of peace and social justice?  What are now our concerns, and what do we choose to do 
about them as individuals, as a Meeting? 
 

2. Meeting of the Peace & Social Justice Committee, November 27, 2016 following rise of Meeting for 
Worship.   Bob Clapp, Patrick Goold, Rosalie Heart, Tom Kennedy, Paula Justice, Laley Lippard, 
Elizabeth Waitekus, Bob Young, and Tom Bertrand gathered as a committee to share our concerns 
about the state of our nation and to begin crafting a set of thoughtful responses to recommend to our 
Virginia Beach Friends community.  
  

 We considered a recent Minute from the NCYMC Interim Body where the Interim Body had 
pondered Bruce Arnold’s proposed statement on Racial Justice.  Welcoming but not uniting 
around the wording of Bruce’s proposed statement, Interim Body had returned this query to 
our constituent monthly meetings: “What inward spiritual work and outward witness is 
necessary for us to do to remove the seeds of injustice from ourselves and our meetings?” 
 

 We considered a strongly worded recent press release from AFSC entitled “AFSC strongly 
condemns any plan to create a Muslim registry in the U.S., or to reinstate the religious 
profiling of immigrants.” 

 

 We considered a very thoughtful Facebook post of Rabbi Shai Held, Rabbinic dean) and Chair 
in Jewish Thought at Mechon Hadar, Manhattan.  The post, written five days after the 
election, offered eleven observations and advices. 

 

 We discussed the sharp tone of the AFSC statement, which Patrick felt contributes to the 
polarizing atmosphere following the election.  Tom Kennedy asked whether such statements 
are important. Bob Young observed that it is important to allow and hear that anger but also to 
bear witness to another way.  He recommended to us the PBS special based on Maya Angelou’s 
book “And Still I Rise.” 

 

 Rosalie told movingly about her ongoing dialogue with her landlord who had filled his yard with 
Trump signs.  The day after the election she approached him and proposed that they meet over 
coffee once a week to listen to one another’s political views.  “I had marginalized him and he 
had marginalized me.”  She hopes that weekly exchange will continue. 

 

 Laley affirmed the importance of honoring the anger of beleaguered voices in our population 
and allowing those voices to be heard. She observed that this is a generational issue with her.  
“There is something authentic and important to be gained in allowing and hearing statements 
of passion.  I see confusion, anger, sadness, shock, and disillusionment among so many people.”   
 



 So what can we do?  Elizabeth urged that we find something positive to do, even if it is a small 
step, like talking to our neighbor, or something as simple as wearing safety pins on our lapels to 
signal that we are safe to talk to. 

 

 Laley commended the first recommendation in Rabbi Shai Held’s Facebook post: “Be very clear 
about what your red lines are, and about what you are willing to do to uphold them. And make 
those commitments public, so that you will be pressured to live up to them.”  And the second 
recommendation:  “My watchword for right now is vigilance. We need to watch what the 
president-elect does, and know that we may be called to place out bodies on the line to defend 
civil and human rights. If your instinctive reply is that you are not an activist, well the time may 
have come to become one. But I personally do not think that massive protests right now are the 
best idea: first, people of good will will exhaust themselves before the most important battles 
have even begun; and second, they run the risk of alienating people who may otherwise become 
allies.”  Laley then asked, what are our own red lines? 

 

 Bob Young declared he was going to return to writing his letter to President-Elect Trump, trying 
to find some common ground [Bob subsequently shared his finished letter with us]. 

 

 Paula remembered a graduate student party she had attended where students from a variety 
of countries were present and she talked with Palestinian students.  “There is a way in when we 
talk with others.  Search for that ‘way in’ and it can be an easy way to connect.” 

 

 Rosalie reflected on conversations with her granddaughter following the election.  The key, she 
said, is to “listen, listen, listen.” 

 

 How can we best model the values we hold dear.  How do we bring our whole selves to these 
necessary dialogues?  Patrick said, “Identify what is sacred to us.” 

 

 Elizabeth urged again that we “do something,” such as give everyone in Meeting a packet of 
information on how to contact our representatives in Richmond and Washington DC.  Laley 
asked “Why are we not all at Standing Rock?” 

 

 Bob Young said, “Let’s get in the habit of declaring to each other “one small thing we will 
accomplish before next week,” and then sticking to that pledge.  “There is strength in the 
sharing.” 

 

 Tom Kennedy said that it is important that the Peace & Social Justice Committee articulate for 
the Meeting what we should all be doing.  “Accountability” is the word for him. 

 

 Elizabeth reminded us of the “Action Alert” system of FCNL. 
 

 Patrick shared a quote from Thomas More’s Utopia: “Politics is a spiritual practice”   
 

 Elizabeth reminded us of Pastor Martin Niemöller’s poem about the cowardice of German 
intellectuals following the Nazis' rise to power, now inscribed on the United States Holocaust 
Memorial Museum:  

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Martin_Niem%C3%B6ller
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nazi_Party
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_Holocaust_Memorial_Museum
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_Holocaust_Memorial_Museum


   First they came for the Socialists, and I did not speak out— 
   Because I was not a Socialist. 
   Then they came for the Trade Unionists, and I did not speak out— 
   Because I was not a Trade Unionist. 
   Then they came for the Jews, and I did not speak out— 
   Because I was not a Jew. 
   Then they came for me—and there was no one left to speak for me. 

 
3. Follow-up Meeting of the Peace & Social Justice Committee, December 4, 2016 following rise of 

Meeting for Worship.   Bob Clapp, Nancy Craft, Rosalie Heart, Charlie & Diane Hofheimer, Paula 
Justice, Mollly Mabe, Deborah Reilly, Elizabeth Waitekus, Mary Pelham White, and Tom Bertrand to 
share concerns and begin to develop an action plan for the Committee to recommend to the meeting 
as a post-election agenda for individuals and for the Meeting as a community.  These were the issues 
and concerns we shared around the circle:   
 

 Following up on our previous discussions of racial justice and white privilege, Tom B. reported 
that he had been researching how VBFM might serve our wider community by sponsoring a 
series of programs focusing on peace and justice issues within urban environments like south 
Hampton Roads, issues such as criminal justice reform, neighborhood policing, and gun 
violence.  He shared a phone conversation he had recently with Jo Brown, a Quaker artist and 
historian of 20th century American society and politics, who is the organizer of “The Peaceable 
City,” a series of Tuesday night programs and discussions sponsored by Homewood Friends 
Meeting located beside the Johns Hopkins University campus in Baltimore.  “Peaceable 
Baltimore TED Talks series at Homewood”, which began in October, continues each Tuesday 
night, at which from 8-30 members, attenders and visitors have gathered to view a clip on an 
aspect of violence, and efforts undertaken in different places to curb the tides of violence in 
American life. The series ends on December 20. Regular participants are starting to develop a 
directory of local helping actions to share with the Meeting community.”  
 

 Elizabeth W. worries that the incoming administration’s nominee for Administrator of the 
Environmental Protection Agency has declared his aim of defunding NASA climate research.  
Elizabeth’s concerns start with Stewardship of the Earth. 

 

 Mary Pelham W. seeks a way to respond to the fear that has swept through various Latino, 
African-American, and Moslem communities in anticipation of the stated intentions of the 
incoming administration in Washington: including the possibility of mass deportations and a 
registry of American Moslems.  She is also concerned about what will happen to the effort to 
secure access to health care for all Americans, now that the new administration has declared its 
intent to overturn the Affordable Care Act.   

 

 Rosie H. draws from her background working with women’s adult development and expressed 
her concern for women issues in the face of the conservative social positions staked out by the 
new administration.   

 

 Rosie said that her biggest concern is our inertia in the face of these various threats to our 
values.  She proposed that our committee hang a poster in the Meeting House where Friends 
can post notes declaring their intentions to do something.  [Note from TB to VB Friends:  for 



more insight into the power of group intention see Rosie’s latest TV interview in Maine, posted 
on her excellent website (www.heart-soul-healing.com)] 

 

 Paula J. raised the issue of Selfless Idealism in America.  Is it under threat, she asked?  Maybe 
we need to stop and look at where we should be going.  “What are we moving toward?” she 
asked. 

 

 Deb R. wondered if we are not needing to fall even further before we can begin again to really 
climb. 

  

 Nancy C. reminded us that we must center into the power within, so that we can know how to 
deal with whatever is coming along.  “We must stay centered” she said. 

 

 Molly M. observed that a crisis like the one we are facing throws too many pieces into the air.  
Maybe we need more time to assimilate what is going on.  There has been a change, but we 
can’t yet see its full dimensions. 

 

 Bob C. is disturbed by the president-elect’s claim that he knows more than the generals do 
about ISIS and the bombing of Aleppo.  We are just sitting and not doing anything to address 
the Syrian civil war and the slaughter there. 

 

 Diane H. is worried about paralysis.  Fears overtake us, and we become paralyzed.  She is 
trying to determine how not to let that happen.  We need to make ourselves walk in the shoes 
of those who voted for this change and learn why they are willing to fall for the new leader’s 
distortions of truth.  We need to remember that we are all of God and that the power of Christ 
is stronger than the power of what we fear. 

 

 Molly M. said that she must ask for forgiveness for her anger and railing at the president-elect 
and  
those who have boosted him into office.  We need to seek to understand. 
 

 Tom asked Rosie about how her plan was progressing to have weekly discussions with her 
landlord about their political differences.   She said the talks are continuing.  She and her 
landlord are agreed that it is like a dance, and that they are still stepping on each other’s toes.  
She said their homework this week is to come up with a list of 25 things that they think the 
other might agree on.  She says that she draws on her experience as a court-appointed 
mediator in Maine.  “It’s a clumsy dance so far, but we are both in the process.” 

 

 Charlie H. said that one of his concerns is the rising anti-Semitism and all the anti-immigrant 
rhetoric and acts of violence.  He acknowledged that he is an advocate by personality and 
training and tends to take on more than he can handle.  He seeks to find a focused message 
that speaks to his soul. 

 

 Mary Pelham W. expressed her concern about privacy in this time of angry rhetoric and threats 
of repercussions.  How do we identify ourselves safely as we advocate publicly?  She observed 
that there is a danger in defaulting to what we did in the 1960s.  Her challenge, she said, is “to 
be a good steward of our imaginations and fears. 

 

http://www.heart-soul-healing.com/


 Paula J. said that she was thinking about Jesus, when he healed people.  He was responding to 
specific requests for healing.  He responded to those who asked.  We can learn from him to 
address the needs presented to us directly, and not be guided by our fears to turn away from 
such needs. 

 

 Elizabeth and Rosie agreed to prepare by next week a large poster on which Friends can post 
concerns they have linked with something they will do about that concern this week.  We 
united on this intent to make public our concerns and intentions.  This will be part of our report 
to Monthly Meeting for Business next Sunday. 

 
4. Further reading from thoughtful people who have reflected deeply on the implications of the recent 

election and how one might respond to it. 

 Cynthia Bourgeault, “My Post-Apocalyptic Blog, December 9, 2016,” at Cynthia’s website 
http://northeastwisdom.org/  (passed on from Mary Pelham White) 

 Clarissa Pinkola Estes, “We Were Made For These Times,” found at 
http://www.grahameb.com/pinkola_estes.htm (shared by Mary Pelham White).  Estes is the 
author of Women Who Run With the Wolves. 

 Nicholas Kristoff, “A 12-Step Program for Responding to President-Elect Trump,” New York 
Times, November 17, 2016 Column by Nicholas Kristoff – 
http://www.nytimes.com/2016/11/17/opinion/a-12-step-program-for-responding-to-
president-elect-trump.html?_r=0  

 Joanna Macy, video interview: “Joanna Macy and the Great Turning,”  see 
http://www.joannamacyfilm.org/ 

 
5. Upcoming events related to our Peace & Social Justice testimonies (list is not complete): 

 

 December 11, 12 – 4 pm at the Chrysler Museum, Norfolk, VCOLAO Community Dialogue & 
Strategy Session.  The Virginia Coalition of Latino Organizations have invited partner 
organizations “to demonstrate solidarity about the recent rise in hate speech, bias and division. 
This is not a political or partisan event, we will focus on lifting our common human values and a 
commitment to have an inclusive community for everyone. We will concentrate on offering 
support and resources to targeted communities; to organize a rapid response to ICE raids; to 
develop a hot line; and a discussion on other organizing efforts to create safe spaces for 
immigrants in churches and schools.” (see Mary Pelham White and Tom Bertrand) 
 

 December 16, noon-1 pm, Vigil to “Close Guantanamo Prison/Stop Mass Incarceration,” 
corner of Granby & City Hall Avenue, organized by Norfolk Catholic Worker (Steve Baggarly/Kim 
Williams) & Pax Christi  

 

 January 21 – Million Woman March on Washington (talk with Diane and Charlie Hofheimer) 
 

 March 21-23 – “Being the Change”: Mid-Atlantic Regional Justice Conference at Hampton 
Roads Convention Center, Hampton, VA.  There will be plenary sessions, speakers, networking 
lunches, justice talks, and workshops. Organizers are inviting RFPs.  Coordinator is Rev. Charles 
Cheek, Community Networking Director of the Peninsula Baptist Association in Newport News.  
Contact him at 757-602-9196, www.midatlanticrjc.org. (see Tom Bertrand) 

 
Submitted on behalf of the Committee by Tom Bertrand 
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