
Virginia Beach monthly meeting 
Of the religious society of friends 

Called meeting for worship with attention to business 
10/30/2016 

 
 
The meeting opened with a brief explanation of the purpose of the called meeting by 
the clerk, which was to consider changes to our Faith and Practice, Book of 
Discipline.  19 persons were present. There followed a period of silent worship. 
 
Nancy Craft described the yearly meeting process for updating the Faith and 
Practice, including a history of the development of this process. After some 
questions for Nancy, Hank Ghittino asked on behalf of MEO that the Faith and 
Practice review group be made a standing committee. Meeting approved. 
 
Hank went on to layout suggested guidelines for the work of this committee. 

 Along with selecting a convener, the committee would determine how long members serve 

and when members of other committees should be brought in because a proposed revision 

affects that committee. 
 Dave French was appointed as our liaison with Yearly Meeting and will hopefully continue in 

that position and be part of the committee. 
 When the Liaison receives a proposed revision from Yearly Meeting we would like to have 

the original correspondence forwarded to the Clerks of Monthly Meeting and MEO and the 

committee convener. 
 The proposed revision would then be posted on the Meeting’s documents review webpage 

along with the related existing portion of the F&P, unless it is a totally new section. 

     We would like this posting to not include comments from the committee.  We feel that 

posting comments from the committee could frame the discussion around those comments 

and influence others in their perception of the proposed revision and the comments they may 

have. Committee members could provide their individual comments along with other 

commenters. 
 An announcement would then be sent out through the emailer that includes a time frame and a 

method for providing comments to the committee.  
 Once the time period given in the announcement for commenting has closed, the committee 

would review all comments and compile them into a proposed response from VBFM. 
 We would like the proposed responses to not include editorial comments in the form of 

grammar or punctuation changes.  Yearly Meeting has this covered. 
 Once the committee has come to unity on a proposed response it would be brought to MFB 

through the usual process for document approval and when approved, transmittal to YM. 

 
 
The current Faith and Practicereview group will meet as the initial standing 
committee. Dave French will convene this initial meeting. Nominating committee 
will facilitate and monitor selection of future membership of the Faith and Practice 
committee. 
 
Dave French raised the following problem: our working group raised a number of 
suggestions for changes to Faith and Practice, which have been rejected by the 
yearly meeting Faith and Practicereview group without any feedback on how this 



was decided and why. Members of the working group are frustrated by this. It is 
likely the members of the new standing committee will be similarly frustrated. The 
process seems to solicit and then to exclude without explanation the responses of 
individual monthly meetings.The committee is charged with recommending a 
response to these concerns for action at a future meeting for worship with attention 
to business. 
 
Meeting closed with a period of silent worship at 1:22 p.m. Sixteen persons present.  


