
 

Report of Peace & Social Justice Committee  
to Monthly Meeting for Worship with Attention to Business 

Tenth Month 16, 2016 
 

Community is based on the “increase and confirmation in life lived towards one 
another.” (Martin Buber) 

 
1. Meeting of the Peace & Social Justice Committee, September 18, 2016.   Faye Bailey, Midori 

Bamba, Tom Bertrand, Paula Justice, Ramonda King, Mary Pelham White, and Bob Young 
gathered following rise of Meeting for Worship.  The following issues were discussed, primarily 
centered around the concept of racial justice and our individual experiences with racism in 
America.: 
 

2. Proposed Minute on Racial Justice.  Clerk Nancy Nixon has received a request from our Yearly 
Meeting (North Carolina Yearly Meeting Conservative) for the constituent monthly meetings to 
comment on a proposed minute on racial justice drafted by Bruce Arnold, clerk of the Greenville 
Monthly Meeting.  Our Committee on P&SJ has been asked to handle this request.  In August in 
our committee meeting we received the draft and agreed to return to it in our September 
Meeting.  Tom Bertrand spoke at length by phone with Bruce Arnold who looks forward to 
hearing a discussion of his proposed minute at the Interim Body Meeting in October.  The 
proposed minute for NCYMC is attached to this report, along with a “Minute on Racism” 
adopted by the New England Yearly Meeting in 2003 and still found on the websites of various 
NEYM Monthly Meetings.  
 
Our Committee, which was racially diverse, read these two minutes aloud and discussed them 
during our meeting, pointing out differences in tone and emphasis.  We welcomed the initiative 
and passion of Bruce Arnold’s draft, and agreed that it is timely for the Yearly Meeting to set 
forth its concerns about racial justice, though we expressed some reservations about the 
proposed minute as currently worded.  We liked the inclusive language of the 2003 New 
England Minute, which always speaks from the point of view of the collective “we” and always 
owns the challenge of white privilege as “our” challenge.   We were uncomfortable with 
accusatory language embodied at times in the proposed NCYMC minute, for example, in its 
penultimate paragraph:  
  
 “We call particularly upon white people to end their [sic] silence about racial  
 prejudice.  Now, more than ever, if white people do nothing to end the violence and the 
 conditions which give rise to it, then they [sic] are complicit in it.” 
 
We agree with the imperative set forth in that paragraph but wish for a difference in tone. 
 
Action Item for consideration by Monthly Meeting for Business:  As a committee we 
recommend that our Monthly Meeting join in welcoming a discussion of Bruce Arnold’s 
passionate and timely proposed minute at our Interim Body Meeting on October 22, and we 
urge Bruce to incorporate into his proposed minute more of the irenic tone and inclusive point 
of view of the 2003 “Minute on Racism” adopted by the New England Yearly Meeting. 



 
3. Proposed Upcoming Activities of the Committee on Peace & Social Justice: 

 A series of meetings exploring the origins of the Quake Peace Testimony 
 

 Showing of “Joanna Macy and the Great Turning” under sponsorship of our committee 
– our committee agreed to find an appropriate time this fall to show and discuss this 
moving documentary calling for environmental action: 

 Video interview: “Joanna Macy and the Great Turning,”  see 
 http://www.joannamacyfilm.org/  
 "Arguably the greatest interview of our time with one the wisest women of our time.  
 Heartbreakingly inspiring, practical and transcendental, transformative words that 
 Joanna Macy has conjoined so beautifully in her life and work."   -- Paul Hawken, author 
 of Natural Capitalism 
 

 
 
 “This beautiful, wise and evocative film captures the crisis and possibility of our times. 
 ‘The Great Turning’ is a global awakening to the dis-ease of our planet, our love of life  
 and the revolution that can heal our world. Please watch this, share with all you know, 
 and allow the inspiration and hope to fill your heart”.   -- Tara Brach, author of Radical 
 Acceptance and True Refuge 
 

4. At our September 18 P&SJ Meeting, we went around the table sharing our recent activities 
and concerns: 

 Bob Young encouraged us to think about Martin Buber’s concept of community: “life 
lived toward each other.”  He also discussed the upcoming 11th annual One Love 
Festival to be held on the grounds of Virginia Wesleyan College on the first weekend in 
October and encouraged our participation.  Virginia Beach Friends have helped lead this 
festival throughout its 11-year history. 

 Nancy Craft and Tom Bertrand encouraged participation in the September 26 Social 
Justice University sponsored by the Virginia Interfaith Center for Public Policy (VICPP) 
and the Legislative Collaborative Table of South Hampton Roads at Shiloh Baptist 
Church, Norfolk.  This periodic event is focused on ways of influencing state legislation  

 Faye Bailey told of a moving encounter with a Muslim woman at the beach. 

 Nancy Craft suggested that the Committee consider whether to participate regularly in 
the open meditation offered at the Buddhist Temple as announced by Curtis Spear at 
the close of Meeting for Worship. 

http://www.joannamacyfilm.org/


 Paula Justice recalled that when the Beatles first came to America and performed in 
the South they were nonplussed by the racial divide they found her.  So they wrote into 
their contracts that their audiences must not be segregated.  This was a huge symbolic 
step forward in civil rights in this country. 

 Bob Young quoted one of his favorite lines: “Race is fiction, masquerading as fact.” 

 Ramonda King testified to being brought up in a rainbow family of seven foster 
children in Tulsa, Oklahoma, where she experienced no racism or prejudice. 

 Mary Pelham White recounted an incident of blatant racism that she had witnessed at 
Bunny’s Restaurant in Suffolk. 

 Nancy Craft told of the time when her family shared a house with a black family.  

 Faye Bailey told a story of racial reconciliation that transpired as she walked down a 
street in Portsmouth. 
 

5. Upcoming events 
 

 Vigil for "Close Guantanamo Prison, Stop the Torture/No Mass Incarceration, No 
Police Brutality," Noon – 1 pm, Friday, October 21st, at the corner of Granby St. and City 
Hall Ave.  Sponsored by Norfolk Catholic Worker and Pax Christi.   
 

 2016 N.E.S.T. Concert, 4 p.m., Sunday, November 6, at Unitarian Church of Norfolk, 
739 Yarmouth Street. This year’s Concert presents a Reed Quintet and Vocalist 
performing works from the great American Songbook. There will also be a Virginia 
premiere of NYC Composer Brian Duford’s Reed Quintet entitled “Four Personalities”. 
The musicians are from the United States Army Training Doctrine Command Band at 
Fort Eustis, Virginia. Admission is free, with a voluntary donation requested.  Norfolk 
Emergency Shelter Team (N.E.S.T.) is a consortium of over 30 churches and synagogues 
which provide two meals a day and overnight shelter to the homeless from November 
through March.  All proceeds will go directly to providing the bus transportation for the 
homeless and the cleaning of blankets ($340 per month). 
 

 Trial of Steve Baggarly, 8:30 am, November 7, U.S. Federal Courthouse, Brambleton & 
Granby.  Steve was arrested at an Air Show at Oceana Naval Air Station in Virginia Beach 
on September 11 and charged with trespassing.  He was given another lifetime ban and 
bar from a long list of Navy installations in the area and charged with trespassing. He 
faces a possible sentence of 6 months in jail. Steve’s statement about his intentions is 
attached at the end of this report for your information. 
 

 2016November 10-13, FCNL Annual Meeting and Annual Lobby Day, Washington Court 
Hotel, Capitol Hill, Washington DC, beginning two days after Election Day.  Tom 
Bertrand, who represents NCYMC on the General Committee (national board) of FCNL, 
will be attending all four days.  Tom is a “Visiting Friend of FCNL” and serves on FCNL’s 
Field Committee. 

 
 

Submitted by Tom Bertrand on behalf of the Committee 
 
 



 
PROPOSED MINUTE ON RACIAL JUSTICE FOR NORTH CAROLINA YEARLY MEETING (CONSERVATIVE), 
proposed by Bruce Arnold, clerk of Greenville Monthly Meeting.  This past July, our Yearly Meeting was 
not able to get to this matter of business.  NCYMC Clerk Nancy Craft suggested to Bruce that he send his 
proposed minute to the constituent monthly meetings for consideration before the matter is introduced 
for discussion at Interim Body Meeting in October.  VPFM Clerk Nancy Nixon referred this to our P&SJ 
Committee for consideration:   
 
In the name of God, who takes away the occasion for all strife, we of the North Carolina Yearly Meeting 
(Conservative) of the Religious Society of Friends (Quakers), in our annual sessions, wish to take time 
from our usual business to attend to the crucial issue of racial justice. 
 
We have witnessed, for over 200 years, to the inhumane and degrading practice of slavery in the USA, 
and of racial discrimination since the formal end of slavery.  We find that people of color in general, and 
Afro-Americans in particular, have been subjected to conditions of servitude, poverty, and social 
limitations which are not far removed from the institution of slavery, even when they have been called 
free citizens of the USA. 
We find that the incarceration of people of color at a rate which far exceeds their number in the general 
population is a particularly fierce example of this degradation which is perpetrated by the society in 
which we live.  Not to beat around the bush, that society is predominantly white. 
 
One of the most tragic consequences of this situation has been the murder of people of color.  This is 
nothing new.  It started during the years of slavery, continued as lynching during the days of Jim crow, 
and is with us today in various way.  One is the way in which the epidemic of drugs and the distortions 
created by the so-called War of Drugs, has killed thousands of people of color.  Another way, which has 
been prominent in the news lately, has been the deaths of hundreds of Afro-Americans every year at the 
hands of the police, in numbers hugely disproportionate to their presence in our cities, towns, and rural 
areas. 
 
Since the founding of the Religious Society of Friends in the 1600s, we have maintained a testimony for 
peace.  Many of our members have suffered loss, dismemberment, and death as a result of our refusal 
to use weapons against the Children of God, whatever might be their race, nation, gender or creed.  We 
recognize the sacredness of all life. 
 
And yet at this time, it is people of color who are bearing the brunt of this violence.  We call upon the 
authorities, at the local, state, and federal levels, to take the strongest measures to end this slaughter of 
people of color at the hands of our duly appointed officers of the law.  We support people of color in 
their efforts to become full participants, with all the rights and securities, in the towns, states, and 
country in which we live. 
 
We call particularly upon white people to end their silence about racial prejudice.  Now, more than ever, 
if white people do nothing to end the violence and the conditions which give rise to it, then they are 
complicit in it. 
 
We pledge ourselves, not just to talk about racial justice, but to take personal and collective action to 
end prejudice and discrimination and replace it with equality. 
 



AS A POINT OF COMPARISON, HERE IS THE ‘MINUTE ON RACISM” ADOPTED BY NEW ENGLAND 
YEARLY MEETING IN 2003 AND STILL FOUND ON THE WEBSITES OF VARIOUS NEYM MONTHLY 
MEETINGS:  

New England Yearly Meeting of the Religious Society of Friends affirms its commitment to becoming an 
open, affirming, anti-racist Religious Society. Our understanding of racism is that it is a system that 
accords advantage or disadvantage based on racial identity. Racism is fundamentally inconsistent with 
the divine guidance that has led our Religious Society to testimonies such as Equality, Peace and 
Community. We seek divine assistance and the help of other friends of Truth to examine our individual 
and corporate complicity in racism. We aspire to a more perfect union with the Author of all, who shows 
no partiality in the diversity of creation. 

Those of us who have grown up with a white identity in America have a particular challenge in that we 
have been conditioned not to notice the system of racism and white privilege. Our well-intentioned 
attempts at color-blindness can have the unfortunate result of blinding us to the system of racism in 
which we unwittingly participate. Let us remember Jesus’ admonition to remove the log from our own 
eye before seeking to remove a speck from our brother’s or sister’s eye. We all pray for clarity of vision 
so that in the words of George Fox, we may “be patterns, be examples in all countries, places, islands, 
nations wherever you come; that your carriage and life may preach among all sorts of people, and to 
them; then you will come to walk cheerfully over the world, answering that of God in everyone; 
whereby in them you may be a blessing, and make the witness of God in them bless you.” 

Approved at Sessions 2003, New England Yearly Meeting (found on website of Durham, Maine, Monthly 
Meeting: http://www.durhamfriendsmeeting.org/our-meeting/minute-on-racism/ ) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.durhamfriendsmeeting.org/our-meeting/minute-on-racism/


REFLECTION BY STEVE BAGGARLY CONCERNING HIS PRESENCE AND ARREST 
AT THE ANNUAL AIR SHOW AT OCEANA NAVAL AIR STATION ON SEPTEMBER 11, 2016 

 
 The annual Air Show at Oceana Naval Air Station in Virginia Beach is the Navy’s largest open house 
in North America. Some quarter of a million people attend it over three days, and this year it hosted some 
very special guests—all 6500 fifth graders in Virginia Beach Public Schools. All were students in the school 
system’s STEM program (Science, Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics) and were invited to the 
base on the first day, otherwise closed to the public, for interactive science displays along with their own 
private Air Show. 
 Air Shows are the military’s biggest public relations and recruiting tool, a powerfully seductive 
display of some of the most sophisticated technology on the planet. Our nation is engaged in endless war 
with the entire globe as battlefield, and Air Shows help the military to forge closer ties with the civilian 
population and to prepare our youth to join in future wars.   
 When I learned that this year’s show was targeting fifth-graders, I was determined to have a vigil 
at the main gate holding signs encouraging students to think about science outside the military context 
that they would experience inside the base. I contacted friends to come join me and, as buses poured in 
the gate from all over the city, three of us held signs for the students: “STEM for Peace not War,” “Let’s 
Build a World Without Weapons,” “Technology for Peace not War,” and “Engineer a Future without War.” 
Ten and eleven year old heads turned and watched us from open bus windows and some little hands 
returned our peace signs with their own. When the traffic didn’t include buses, we switched signs: “Air 
Shows Teach Children Mass Violence,” “Nonviolence not Empire,” and “Air Shows Glorify Violence.”  
 The next day the Air Show was open to the public and, though I’d been banned from the base 
years earlier, for having joined friends climbing first atop an F-22 and then onto a B-52 to hold anti-war 
banners, a friend and I went in to see what kind of instruction had been offered to the entire fifth grade 
of the largest city in the state.  
 We parked on a vast lot in front of hangers filled with F/A-18 Hornet Strike Fighters that are 
stationed at Oceana while the aircraft carriers they ship out on are in port at Norfolk Naval Base. After 
going through metal detectors to ensure that, ironically, no weapons were brought into the show, we 
found even more F/A-18’s were lined up for close inspection, and an Army Chinook Helicopter and a C-17 
Globemaster transport plane from Dover Air Force Base open to lines of people walking through them. A 
Gatling-style gun from the nose of an F/A-18, which can fire up to 6000 rounds per minute, a four-man 
mini submarine used by Navy Seals to approach targets by water, an Army Humvee and portable radar, 
Seahawk and Sea Stallion Navy helicopters, an Army Apache helicopter, and other hardware were 
attended by military personnel who educated the public on their use. These surrounded booths of military 
memorabilia and souvenirs, carnival type foods, and a monument to the Twin Towers and 9/11, the 15th 
anniversary of which would be remembered the next day. 
 The STEM program still had four locations set up, one for each subject area, where kids could do 
hands-on activities. One entire hanger was filled with STEM exhibits. There, several Naval facilities and 
military contractors sponsored a robotics exhibit, a 3-D printer used to make custom tools, and simple 
demonstrations of magnetism and the physics of floatation and submersion. Sharing the hanger were two 
Navy river patrol boats brimming with machine guns that the kids could swing around and pretend to aim 
and fire. 
 Amid the plethora of scientific and technological information available to children at the show, 
one glaring omission was the purpose for the existence of all the high-tech weaponry on display. Nowhere 
was their killing vocation acknowledged. Nowhere was the reality for the people on the receiving end of 
their bullets and bombs even hinted at; the deafening explosions, quaking earth, flying debris, smoke and 
fire—the instant loss of life, spurting blood, charred flesh, pain and shock, shattering fear, the desperate 
search for loved ones, and the soul-rending howls of new orphans and widows. No one mentioned the 



inherently indiscriminate nature of air strikes—that every time a bomb is dropped, a wing launcher 
activated, or a door gunner opens fire, that women and children, civilians and innocents, are as likely as 
anything to be blown to shreds. Nowhere were photos of decapitated, dismembered, or mangled bodies 
in Middle Eastern towns, villages, and deserts. Nowhere was posted the definition of war crimes.  
 Neither was acknowledged the brutalization of those who do the killing, never mind the possibility 
that any enthusiastic fifth graders, successfully recruited, might one day come home in a body bag, with 
traumatic brain injury, without legs, or suffering from moral injury, sexual assault, or Post Traumatic Stress 
Disorder and contemplating suicide. None of the realities of war made an appearance so as not to 
discourage potential future warriors.  
 Rather, rapt attention was paid throughout the day to a sky filled with airborne performers that 
included vintage aircraft, an Army Special Operations parachute team, and F-22 Raptors from Langley Air 
Force Base in Hampton. But the Hornets were the real stars. The Air Show’s centerpiece, the daredevil 
Blue Angels, are F/A-18’s that, along with Oceana F/A-18 squadrons, took turns rolling, flipping, “walking,” 
falling, and zooming by in tight formation. Appropriate, for at the same time, other Oceana F/A-18’s, flying 
from carriers in the Persian Gulf and the Mediterranean Sea, were likely dropping bombs on Afghanistan, 
Iraq, Syria, and/or Libya. Oceana F/A-18’s have been workhorses of Naval firepower since soon after 9-
11—when the US invasions of Afghanistan and Iraq set the Middle East on fire. Since then, some 4 million 
people have been killed, tens of millions maimed or traumatized, more millions made into refugees, and 
large swaths of the region turned incubator for ISIS.    
   In essence, Air Shows are religious assemblies. On the flight line, deep reverence for the weapons 
was palpable. There, God’s attributes as the source of freedom and security, peace and prosperity, were 
ascribed to the machinery of death. The unwritten Air Show creed is that the planes and choppers make 
possible life as we know it, and we owe them our allegiance. Yet biblically speaking, they are “the work of 
our hands,” idols in our religion of national security. And at the Air Show, children can actually touch them, 
sit in their seats, pull their triggers, and run their hands over their bombs. As Americans we ultimately 
trust in the killing power of our weaponry to save us, and Air Shows are one awe-inspiring way we hand 
this faith on to our children—one bus load of fifth graders at a time.    
 Leaving the STEM display in the hanger, my friend and I left the show and were walking back 
through the parking lot when security stopped us and placed us under arrest. They held us for a couple 
hours during which time they searched our vehicle in vain for any banner that we may have had plans to 
unfurl. My friend was let go and invited to watch the rest of the show. I was given another lifetime ban 
and bar from a long list of Navy installations in the area and charged with trespassing. I face 6 months in 
jail when I go to federal court in Norfolk on November 7th.     
 In 1979 St. John Paul II made a plea to young people in Ireland that I pray would echo at every Air 
Show and in every Virginia Beach fifth grade classroom; “Do not follow any leaders who train you in the 
ways of inflicting death…Give yourselves to the service of life, not the work of death.”         

 


