
In the name of God, who takes away the occasion for all strife, we of the North Carolina Yearly Meeting 

(Conservative) of the Religious Society of Friends (Quakers), in our annual sessions, wish to take time 

from our usual business to attend to the crucial issue of racial justice.  

 

We have witnessed, for over 200 years, to the inhumane and degrading practice of slavery in the USA, 

and of racial discrimination since the formal end of slavery. We find that people of color in general, and 

Afro-Americans in particular, have been subjected to conditions of servitude, poverty,  and social 

limitations which are not far removed from the institution of slavery, even when they have been called 

free citizens of the USA.  

 

We find that the incarceration of people of color at a rate which far exceeds their number in the general 

population is a particularly fierce example of this degradation which is perpetrated by the society in 

which we live. Not to beat around the bush, that society is predominantly white.  

 

One of the most tragic consequences of this situation has been the murder of people of color. This is 

nothing new. It started during the days of slavery, continued as lynching during the days of Jim Crow, 

and is with us today in various ways. One is the way in which the epidemic of drugs and the distortions 

created by the so-called War on Drugs, has killed thousands of people of color. Another way, which has 

been prominent in the news lately, has been the deaths of hundreds of Afro-Americans every year at the 

hands of the police, in numbers hugely disproportionate to their presence in our cities, towns, and rural 

areas.  

 

Since the founding of the Religious Society of Friends in the 1600s, we have maintained a testimony for 

peace. Many of our members have suffered loss, dismemberment, and death as a result of our refusal to 

use weapons against the Children of God, whatever might be their race, nation, gender or creed. We 

recognize the sacredness of all life.  

 

And yet at this time, it is people of color who are bearing the brunt of this violence. We call upon the 

authorities, at the local, state, and federal levels, to take the strongest measures to end this slaughter of 

people of color at the hands of our duly appointed officers of the law. We support people of color in 

their efforts to become full participants, with all the rights and securities, in the towns, states, and 

country in which we live. 

 

We call particularly upon white people to end their silence about racial prejudice. Now, more than ever, 

if white people do nothing to end the violence and the conditions which give rise to it, then they are 

complicit in it.  

 



We pledge ourselves, not just to talk about racial justice, but to take personal and collective action to 

end prejudice and discrimination and replace it with equality, prosperity, justice, and love. 


