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“Our Gracious Creator cares and provides for all his creatures. His tender mercies are over all his works, 
and as far as his love influences our minds, so far we become interested in his workmanship and feel a 
desire to take hold of every opportunity to lessen the distresses of the afflicted and increase the 
happiness of the creation. Here we have the prospect of one common interest from which our own is 
inseparable, so that to turn all that we possess into the channel of universal love becomes the business of 
our lives.“            John Woolman (1720-1772), Journal, quoted in May 2016 Motto Calendar 
 

1. The Summer of 2016:  Over the summer, the Peace & Social Justice Committee has continued 
meeting each third second day, sharing our respective concerns and involvements.  Witnessing 
the disheartening rhetoric of the presidential campaign in an era with so many critical issues 
crying for solution, it is tempting to simply sit on our hands until the American electorate sorts 
things out on November 8.  However, it is not the Quaker way to let things unfold without 
adding our voices to try to influence the outcome of this election, which will shape the world 
that our children and grandchildren will inherit from us.  Less than thirteen weeks remain for us 
to try to do so. 

 

2. P&SJ meeting on July 17:  Paula Justice, Elizabeth Waitekus, Bob Young, Midori Bamba, Laley 
Lippard, Beth Patterson Bertrand, Bob Clapp, and Tom Bertrand gathered following rise of 
Meeting for Worship.  Going around the circle, Friends shared the following news and concerns:                  

 Tom distributed a July 16 New York Times op-ed column by Nicholas Kristof entitled 
“We’re Helping Deport Kids to Die” concerning our hypocritical policy of deporting child 
refugees from Central America. Bob Young shared his recent letter to the editor and 
drew our attention to the NPR program “On Being” at 10 am.  

 Bob Y and Laley joined initiated a conversation about how racial awareness continues to 
pervade our social interactions and how important it is for us to address the question of 
“what is it to be white.” 

 Beth reflected on Rev. Andy Buchanan’s homily earlier that morning on charity.  

 Laley pointed to the difference between help and service. 

 Bob Y indicated that he subscribes on line to “Nothing Negative –  The Positive Project” 
and recommended it.  

 Bob Clapp requested feedback about efforts to raise money for “Feeding America” 
 

3. Publication of Tender Witness by Paula Justice.  Our Committee welcomes the publication of 
Paula’s wonderful collection of poetry, including the poem “Warrior” (attached by permission).  
Publication signings were held recently at the Bertrand home (July 11) and at First Colonial Inn 
(August 8). 
 

4. 71st Anniversary of the Hiroshima bombing.  See Bob Young’s poem “little boy and the fat man: 
(attached by permission) 

 



5. At the state level, these are the three legislative priorities of the Virginia Interfaith Center for Public 
Policy for the legislative session (the various Quaker meetings in Virginia, including VBFM, are 
members of VICPP):   
 

 Increase healthcare insurance coverage.  VICPP, and its healthcare arm, Virginia 
Consumer Voices for Healthcare (VCV), believe that they can convince the Virginia 
General Assembly to close the health insurance coverage gap using federal Medicaid 
dollars in Virginia. Doing so would allow 400,000 Virginians to get healthcare coverage 
and bring in $6 million a day into Virginia in federal dollars. The Center staff and many 
volunteers have begun a series of meetings in selected districts of the Commonwealth. 
While it’s important to be in contact with all legislators, it’s especially important to 
communicate with those Delegates and Senators who have not supported expanding 
healthcare insurance coverage for all Virginians. 

 Ease processes for regaining driver’s licenses.  Approximately 170,000 Virginians are not 
able to get drivers’ licenses because they owe court fines and costs. Most returning 
citizens (ex-offenders) owe court fines and costs. Even though Virginia allows county 
courts to establish payment plans so people can begin paying and get a drivers’ license, 
many counties don’t have such plans or do not inform people of the options for 
payment plans. As a result, many returning citizens do not have drivers’ licenses and 
thus can’t get to work. Or, they drive without a license and risk going back to jail. 

 Strengthen enforcement against wage theft by predatory lenders.  VICPP has worked to 
strengthen wage enforcement in the past when it advocated restoration of funding for 
the Department of Labor and Industries for wage enforcement when the Assembly cuts 
its budget. VICPP will be convening a wage theft taskforce composed of experts from 
around the state to look at what Virginia could do to strengthen enforcement against 
wage theft. The taskforce will work closely with the Department of Labor and Industries 
to assure that any proposals made are workable ones. 

 
6. Stepping Up Against Religious Intolerance.  At the international level comes this August 11 call to 

action from Editorial Board of The Christian Science Monitor and the U.S. State Department 
(http://m.csmonitor.com/Commentary/the-monitors-view/2016/0811/Stepping-up-against-religious-

intolerance): 
 A new US State Department report on religious freedom cites numerous troubling examples 
 of countries that restrict the free exercise of religion through laws that punish blasphemy or 
 apostasy against the predominant faith. 

 “Around the world, governments continued to tighten their regulatory grip on religious 
 groups, and particularly on minority religious groups and religions which are viewed as not 
 traditional to that specific country,” concludes the report, released Aug. 10. 

 In Angola, for example, a religious group must register to receive legal recognition from the 
 government. But the application requires the group to collect 100,000 member signatures 
 from 12 of the 18 provinces. As a result, Angola has not recognized any new religious groups 
 since 2004, when the requirement went into effect. 

 Much of the actual violence against religious denominations has been undertaken by 
 terrorist groups such as Boko Haram, al-Qaida, and the Islamic State, according to an annual 
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 study on global restrictions on religion from the Pew Research Center. In 2014 (the most 
 recent year data was available), 24 percent of the 198 countries studied had “high or very 
 high levels of government restrictions” on religions. But that was down from 28 percent in 
 2013. 

 The State Department report also notes how even the most horrendous acts of violence can 
 sometimes lead to hopeful steps of progress. 

 In Afghanistan, for example, Farkhunda Malikzada was falsely accused by the caretaker of a 
 Muslim shrine of burning a copy of the Quran. The young woman was soon surrounded by a 
 hostile crowd who tortured and killed her. 

 This tragic and senseless murder, however, evoked a strong response from the government. 

 President Ashraf Ghani condemned the mob action and ordered an investigation. 

 “Afghan women carried Farkhunda’s body to her grave-site in a culturally unprecedented 
 funeral procession that doubled as a widely publicized protest against her killing,” the report 
 says. “Government officials and members of parliament participated in the funeral, and the 
 head of the Ministry of Interior’s criminal investigation department told the crowd that 
 Farkhunda was innocent.” 

 Several people involved were tried and convicted, including police who had failed to stop 
 the mob. 

 “The fact that individuals have been held accountable for this horrific crime represents a 
 significant step forward for Afghanistan’s justice system, and sends an important message to 
 those who might see allegations of blasphemy as a means to act with impunity against 
 others,” the report says. 

 While detailing numerous incidents of violence based on religious intolerance, the State 
 Department report also notes cases where members of one religious group have stepped 
 forward to protect those of another.   

 Last December, members of the militant group al-Shabab, based in Somali, ambushed a bus 
 in neighboring Kenya. The militants ordered the passengers out of the bus so that they could 
 single out the Christians for execution. But the Muslims on the bus refused to comply. 
 Instead they helped hide the Christian passengers and told the attackers that they would 
 have to either kill everyone on the bus or leave. The militants left. 

 Kenya’s interior minister, Joseph Nkaissery, praised the actions of the Muslims on the bus. 
 “We are all Kenyans, we are not separated by religion,” he said. “We are one people as a 
 nation. And this is a very good message from my brothers and sisters from the Muslim 
 community.” 



 Acts of cruelty based on religious intolerance must always be strongly opposed and  
 condemned. But courageous acts of kindness need to be acknowledged, too. They are 
 models of how religious groups can show care, respect, and, yes, love toward one another.  

7. Syrian Refugees.  Elizabeth Waitekus has expressed special concern about the millions of 
refugees displaced by the civil war in Syria.  This issue has been a priority of the Friends 
Committee on National Legislation and particularly of Yasmine Taeb, FCNL’s Legislative 
Representative for Human Rights and Civil Liberties.  Refugee Resettlement around the world 
is coordinated by the Office of the United Nations High Commission for Refugees (UNHCR).  
The United States agency cooperating with UNHCR is the Office of Refugee Resettlement 
(ORR) within the U.S. Department of Health & Human Services.  In most states in the United 
States, settlement of refugees is coordinated by ORR through a network of local nonprofit 
agencies, such as Catholic Charities, Lutheran Social Services, or the International Rescue 
Committee.  For Southeastern Virginia, the coordinating agency is Commonwealth Catholic 
Charities, 12284 Warwick Blvd., Newport News, VA 23606 (757-247-3600). 

8. News from committee member Laley Lippard:  “The fourth annual Chicago Home Theater 
Festival in May was a totally sold-out, transformative, and radical event. As the executive 
producer, I am just about as proud as I could be. This project has totally changed my life, my 
belief in the power of art, and the way I walk in this world.  
  

 “I just returned from my first of several career advancement and development trips as an NNPN 
 and O'Neill Theater Center National Directing Fellow. During this inaugural trip in July, we (5 
 amazing directors across the country) traveled to NYC, CT, and DC talking with established 
 professionals, artistic directors and local artists -- as well as attending new play development 
 programs, festivals and events. This Fellowship is just about one of the most amazing things I've 
 ever received -- I'm humbled and honored. I'll be traveling to Austin, NYC, and Waterford CT 
 again over the course of the next year. The fellowship culminates in a final production that I will 
 direct at one of the member theaters.   
 
 “I am moving to Cleveland for 9 months on Friday through another Directing Fellowship at the 
 prestigious Cleveland Play House (America's first regional theater and won the Tony for Best  
 Regional Theatre) where I will be working with artistic director Laura Kepley (she'll be my 
 mentor). I will be directing, assistant directing, season planning, new work developing, audience 
 outreaching -- and generally learning the ins and outs of running a major regional theater.  
  

9. Upcoming Events: 

 Next Meeting of our P&SJ Committee: Sunday, August 21 
 
 

Submitted by Tom Bertrand on behalf of the Committee 
 

 

 

 

 
Poem by Paula Justice from her new collection, Tender Witness 

http://fcnl.org/about/who/staff/yasmine_taeb/


 
WARRIOR 

 
A warrior thick and sturdy 

as the stump 
on which hardwood is split 

inhabits me. 
Grounded low and formidable, 

she is not easily moved. 
Careful war and iron 

loyalty drum in her blood. 
Her sword renders 

a sharp truth. 
 

A warrior’s love is strong as steel, 
cruel as teeth. 

So mothered, I grew feral, 
wary of touch, careful of lures. 

She taught me to read the tracings of an enemy, 
to smell the predator before he springs, 

to prey upon. 
I wear her rough skin like the coat 

of some wild creature. 
Is it surprising that I bite? 

 
I never question her courage. 

She has done battle for me 
on a thousand affronts. 

As she has guarded me all my life, 
so have I honored her fierce isolation. 

Her hands are clumsy with teacups of tenderness, 
if you would woo her 

bring her fire! 
 

A warrior’s choice is a fine death 
one last weary struggle 

then a burning boat drifting 
into deeper waters. 

Yet I would teach her how to live – 
make her a Masai of the heart 

stalk her with mercy 
garland her with tears 
‘til this lion of Judah 

lies down a lamb of god. 

 

 

 

 



Little boy and the fat man: On the anniversary of dropping the bomb 

robert e. young 

 

             because the cloud cover in august, in 1945 

             was too thick on Kokura 

           where it was supposed to go      

          i dropped the fat man on Nagasaki. 

        i had to do something with it 

     and the president said it will save lives 

 

           then i turned my daddy over in his grave 

          and asked him where he stands on all this 

               and he said he asked his papa  

           the same question 

               back in the old country 

         when war was more eye to eye and mano a mano 

 

           my grandson is learning to talk  

               i had a dream about him  

              i grabbed for the toy gun in his hand 

gramps, it’s mine. mine   

             i told him he didn’t understand  

    and kissed him softly on the cheek 

 

                 there is only one man  

                  and he is everyMan 

                 there’s only one war  

               and it is everyWar 

                there’s only one bomb 

                 and it is everyBomb  

 

                    requiescat in pace. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The atomic bombs we dropped on Hiroshima and Nagasaki in August 1945 were called “little 

boy” and “fat man.” The back story of this poem is the underlining of what a horrific thing war 

is, and how we Americans are the only ones who have unleashed this hi tech miracle atomic 

energy scourge onto the family of man. In war, everyone loses, especially the innocent. The 

poem is also an apology to the Japanese people for the horrific things we Americans did to them 

with our bombs.   
 


