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Meeting opened with a period of silent worship.  Sixteen persons were present. 
 
Response to Query: 

In the recent long range planning process a commitment was made to be more 
intentional and active in drawing in new attenders.  Communication Committee’s work 
on the website puts us out in the world.  The activities of individual members in 
visitation are noteworthy.  A more systematic monitoring of the needs for visits might 
be in order. 
 The work of the school and the activities of the Peace and Social Justice 
Committee and individuals in acting on our principles, bringing them into the world, is 
also an important sort of outreach. 
 

Head of School, Linda Serrette, reported on many activities in the life of the 
school.  Graduation was held on June 11th and was a deeply moving event. 
 

Ministers, Elders, and Overseers reported that they discussed Friends in 
need.  More systematic approaches to ride-sharing and visitation are being 
considered. 
 A description of conservative Friends from a Pendle Hill pamphlet was sent 
to Communications Committee for posting on the website.  There will be no further 
action for now with regard to the discussion of the presence of this term in our 
name. 
 Yearly Meeting has changed from planning a revision of the existing Faith 
and Practice to writing a completely new document.  There is concern in the Meeting 
about this process. The following statement will be read at Yearly Meeting: 
 

Our Meeting has been baffled and confused with many of the proposed 
changes to the “Faith and Practice, Book of Discipline.” We have attempted to 
not only express our concerns about the changes without understanding some 
of the need for the changes, and continue to respond more directly to the 
proposed changes. After the past Interim Body Meeting we recognized that the 
Discipline Review Committee is also puzzled by our responses. 

 It was easier to explain the changes in the first two sections after 
hearing from the discussion when attending the Yearly Meeting sessions related 
to these sections. 

The same concerns exist with the remaining sections, especially the 
Introduction and History sections, as proposed.  

The Introduction section seems to have a different purpose than the 
original. This led to a discussion as to the purpose of this new addition. 
Questions such as “Is this to explain the title of the book, trying to change the 
title or focus of the book, or it is trying to define the terms to better explain the 
book, or something else?” Therefore our responses reflected our confusion. As a 



result, supporting the proposed changes is difficult without a much better 
understanding of how this proposal will improve the book. The same is true of 
the History section. Trying to evaluate the extended history changes when we 
do not understand the need for it is difficult. Adding back in some of the 
information originally left out of the revision did not make anything clearer. 
The addition of the paragraphs at the end of the History section also did not 
help clarify our concerns. 

We offer the following quote (which we are considering using) to help 
explain to newcomers what “conservative” means to us, but do not know if this 
would be helpful or not to our other Monthly Meetings. 
 

Conservative Friends as defined by Douglas Gwyn 
In the Pendle Hill Pamphlet #425 “But Who Do You Say That I Am?” 

(page 15 Published 2/2014) 
 

Conservative Friends share an interest in early Quaker witness, but are 
particularly drawn to the classical; Quaker faith and practice of the 
eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries. They are inspired by the 
example of Conservative Friends in the United States. That small group 
of mostly rural Friends has retained more of traditional Quaker 
practices than have the larger evangelical or liberal Quaker streams. 
 
Thus, while the new Conservative Friends are Christ-centered in their 
faith, they are often most drawn by the practices of traditional Friends. 
These include deeper meetings for worship, a more worshipful and 
disciplined business method, the recognized leadership of recorded (but 
still nonprofessional) ministers, the authority of elders to mentor 
Friends into a deeper spiritual life and a more courageous lived 
testimony, and the explicit answering of the Quaker queries, rather than 
using them simply as rhetorical questions. 
 

 MEO recommend that Meeting gather to discuss the issues arising out of this 
process.  A date and time will be forthcoming. 
 

Finance Committee reported on its work on the guidelines for 
administering the Rita Wass endowment.  A document was circulated and is 
accessible on the website as “Rita Wass Endowment Grant Guidance.” 
 Meeting approved this document with an understanding that the guidance 
will evolve to incorporate what we learn as it is applied. 
 Meeting authorized distribution of $1500 during 2016, consistent with the 
guidance.  We are encouraged to think together about creative grant applications. 
 

There was no separate Treasurer’s report this month. 
 

Building and Grounds Committee reported that new carpet upstairs and 
downstairs is being planned. 



 Ceiling work is underway, with initial work taking place off site.  Installation 
is set for eighth month. 
 The next work day is the twenty-fifth day of sixth month. 
 

Communications Committee continues to investigate loudspeakers and 
microphones for the meetinghouse.  The website has been updated. 
 

Nominating Committee submitted the list of committees and positions. 
 

The report of the Peace and Social Justice Committee is available on the 
website.  It is a rich and detailed document that all are encouraged to read.  The key 
activity this month is the annual Virginia Beach Symposium for Peace and Racial 
Harmony.  Friends will join with the Baha’i community for potluck and discussion. 
 

Meeting approved David French, Nancy Nixon, and others who are able to 
attend as Meeting representatives to Yearly Meeting. 
 

Meeting closed with a period of silent worship.  Twenty persons were 
present. 
 
Nancy Nixon, Clerk 
Patrick Goold, Recording Clerk 


