
Virginia Beach Monthly Meeting of the Religious Society of Friends 
Meeting for Worship with Attention to Business 

5/8/2016 
 
Meeting opened with a period of silent worship. 15 persons present. 
 
 
Query # 11 
Social Justice and Equality 
 
Do we reverence that of God in every human being with concern for the needs of 
each individual?  Are we seeking to rectify existing social injustice and racial 
discrimination in our local communities and in the world at large? 
 
Response to query number 11. 
Seeing that of God in everyone isn’t always easy. It will always be something we must 
work at. The second part of the first sentence intensifies the challenge: to address the 
individual needs of others. The recent long-range planning effort has made embracing 
the individual uniqueness of all in our community one of three major goals. The Peace 
and Social Justice Committee has envisioned and enacted reaching out to groups 
outside of our community. This committee and the number of individuals working 
singly push forward the unending work of rectifying social injustice. 
 
Head of School reported that she and three other staff members attended the VAIS 
regional meeting at Nansemond Suffolk school on fourth day of fourth month; that 
the golf tournament generated over $11,000 in proceeds; and that  there were many 
fruitful activities in community outreach, environmental grants, admissions and 
spiritual life.    All are encouraged to read the detailed head of school report on the 
website on the many activities and the life of the school. 
 Teacher Linda addressed the question about the use of silence in the school. 
Silence, she said, begins all gatherings and athletic events. All faculty meetings and 
many other meetings and classes end with silence and silence is used to restore 
classes that I have become scattered or disrupted. The use of silence deepens and 
broadens as more teachers attend Pendle Hill. 
 
Ministers, Elders and Overseers reported that it has changed its meeting time to rise 
of Meeting on the fourth First Day. This was not entirely successful on its first run 
through because of competition with other groups for meeting space. They will be 
working on this. 
 They also discussed assistant clerks and recorders, and the need for 
succession planning. They referred the matter to Nominating Committee. 
 
Treasurer reported that expenses for last month went to $10,000, the bulk of which 
was Meeting’s budgeted contribution to the school. Income for the month was 
approximately $1200. Capital spending for the month came to $3200 for roof work 
and materials for the planned ceiling repairs. 



Treasurer urged early and regular contributions to the Meeting. 
 
Finance committee reported that it will be bringing forward a proposal for a 
procedure for making grants from the Rita Wass fund. The details have been posted 
online. All are encouraged to review it and come prepared to act on it at the next 
business meeting. 
 
Building and grounds reported that the next work day is on the 21st day of fifth 
month. The committee continues to look into replacing the carpeting. One quote of 
$10,000 plus installation has been received. 
 
School Committee reported on progress with master planning. The joint city/navy 
staff group approved the Master Plan. A steering committee is meeting with the 
architects to produce a concept drawing for the Phase One academic building. 
 The Bob and Louise Wilson scholarship fund and the Grady Sullivan 
scholarship fund are now endowed. Endowed scholarships use only the interest for 
awards, the principle remaining protected. New donations to a scholarship fund add 
to the principle. 
 Membership of the School Committee is changing. Jeff Merritt, Friends School 
parent and School Committee treasurer, Michelle Ewing, parent and Meeting 
member, and Patrick Goold, Meeting member, are rotating off. Lewis White is taking 
over clerkship from Joanne Crass. 
 It was suggested that Meeting support training for new School Committee 
clerks at Pendle Hill or other appropriate venues. No action was taken. 
 
Young Friends Committee reported that they still need a volunteer to lead the young 
friends on fourth First Day. 
 
Nominating Committee reported that their interim report is posted in the foyer and 
on the website. The final report will come in sixth month. 
 The current representatives to Church Women United recommend that these 
positions be laid down. Treasurer noted that the membership fee to CWU was no 
longer in the budget. The matter was left to season. 
 The committee raises the possibility of creating the office of assistant clerk. 
The matter was left to season. 
 
Communications Committee reported that it has heard a presentation on putting 
microphones and speakers in the meetinghouse and is informing itself about the 
possibilities in preparation for making a proposal. 
 
Peace and Social Justice Committee reported that it will be setting up an event to 
talk about refugees. The committee, as well as individuals in the community, is 
actively working in this area. Look for an announcement in the coming weeks. 
 



A request for membership from Mary Pelham White was read in the face of Meeting. 
A clearness committee was formed consisting of Hank Ghittino, Tom Bertrand, Bob 
Young, and Gwynne Wells. 
 
We agreed that the definition and history of the term “Discipline” as it applies to the 
title of this book doesn’t include the understood meaning of that word. Faith and 
Practice Review Committee asked for approval of its recommendations to the Yearly 
Meeting Faith and Practice Revision Committee. The suggestion to strike the phrase 
”Book of Discipline” from the title did not meet with unity as neither did the 
definition of “conservative.”  The Historical Sketch Introduction was approved after 
much discussion.  As time was gone, this meeting broke at 10:35 to resume at 12, 
following regular Meeting for Worship. Meeting resumed at 12 noon with 10 
persons present. 
 
The meeting began with consideration of the use of the word `conservative’. A wide-
ranging discussion ensued from which no unity emerged. 
 The question was asked: Are friends satisfied with the proposed revision of 
the Faith and Practice with respect to the attempts to define the term ‘conservative’? 
A few of those present having read the revision, the matter was left to season. 
 Friends are asked to consult the Yearly Meeting website for a copy of this 
revision. A paragraph from the Pendle Hill pamphlet “But who do you say that I am” 
pages 15 and 16 by Douglas Gwyn was recommended to the body as relevant and 
enlightening. 
 
Submitted by, 
 
Nancy Nixon  
Clerk 
 
Patrick Goold 
Recording Clerk 


