
Virginia Beach Monthly Meeting  
Religious Society of Friends 
Meeting for Worship with Attention to Business 
Twelfth month 13, 2015 
 
Meeting opened at 8:34am with a period of silent worship with twelve persons 
present. 
 
1. Query #6 was read: 

Do we endeavor by example and precept to cultivate in our children a sense of 
openness and expectancy about life and to aid them in their growth in spiritual 
understanding and moral discernment? Do we share with them the faith that 
guides the practice of Friends, while encouraging them to develop their 
religious insights as the Spirit of God may lead them? 
 
Meeting united in the following response: 
Parenting is humbling experience.  We suspect at times that the openness and 
expectancy we see in our children arises in spite of us.  We are grateful for the 
work of Friends School and of our first-day school in aiding parents in this 
delicate task. We see evidence of their success.  In the face of daunting cultural 
obstacles, we trust the children while moving gently to make our limited 
leadings available to them. 
 

2. Ministers, Elders and Overseers reported that they had decided not to read its 
queries and responses regularly in the face of the meeting as it had previously 
indicated it would.  It will instead do this only when the query and response address 
an issue particularly alive to the meeting as a whole. 
 
3. Head of School reported that enrollment stands at 190.  The head attended the 
first meeting of the new Board of Visitors. Plans for the next Founders’ Day in 
February are underway.  The frugal Thanksgiving meal tradition continued.  The 
forensics team did well at a competition held at Cape Henry School, capturing a first 
and several third places.  
 Improvements were made with the help of Virginia Dominion Power to the 
efficiency of the heating system in the gym. 
 The head of school noted the need for maintenance of the signage on Laskin 
Road and her desire to see the visibility of the school enhanced. 
 Formation of a new and more vibrant Spiritual Life Committee is advancing. 
 Several alumni reunion/homecoming events are planned for Saturday, 19 
December.  
 Faculty enjoyed this year’s Christmas party aboard the Spirit of Norfolk. 
 
4. Treasurer reported that income for the month was $990 while expenses were 
$1090.  Expenses exceed income by about $4000 for the year to date. 
 A budget was presented for approval.  Treasurer noted that  this budget was 
simply a compilation of the requests of the various committees and is not the result 



of any meeting-wide discussions.  Several committees have yet to submit requests. 
The total budgeted amount is very similar to last year’s. 
 The budget was approved as submitted.  Treasurer requested that the budget 
be published in the newsletter with the minutes.  Meeting approved. 
 
5. Communications Committee reported that it is revamping the Meeting’s website, 
which has remained largely the same since it was first established.  It is doing this in 
stages with a staging site that will allow those interested to preview changes before 
they are put in place of the existing pages.  Friends who want to get involved in this 
process can contact Whit Peace. 
 
6. Building and Grounds Committee reported that is had received two quotes for 
repairs to the ceiling in the meeting house.  They deemed both too high to consider.  
They are exploring alternatives. 
 Work day was a success. 
 The lawn care contract is up for renewal.  Bob Clapp is looking into this. 
 Friends are asked to take some responsibility for the building. Specifically, 
the dehumidifier in the basement must remain on and needs to be emptied 
frequently.   
 The committee is monitoring the building to see that it is ready for winter. 
Friends should alert a member of the committee if they see any deficiencies. 
 
7. Peace and Social Justice Committee reported that five of its members attended the 
Social Justice University, a collaborative meeting of twelve different local activist 
organizations, on 8 November.  The task was to develop a lobbying strategy on four 
issues: health care, predatory lending, the Virginia Coastal Protection Act, and 
congressional redistricting.  Other issues the committee has been working on, or 
would like to call attention to, include: Michele Ewing’s work in diversity training, 
Laley Lippard’s upcoming play, Grounded, coming in March, which is a one-woman 
play about the shift in American warfare as drones take over the battlefield, 
planning for a potluck dinner at the meeting house meet, and to hear the stories of, 
refugees who have settled in our community, plans to invite Harriet Schley, clerk of 
Norfolk Friends Preparative Meeting, to make a presentation on mass incarceration, 
and the raising of cash donations for Feeding America.  This last effort, spearheaded 
by Bob Clapp, raised $475, which he says leveraged into almost $22,000 worth of 
food for hungry fellow citizens. 
 
8. The Long Range Planning Group reported that consultants have be contacted and 
that the process is moving forward. 
 
9. Dave French reported on the discussions he conducted concerning the Faith and 
Practice revisions proposed by Yearly Meeting.  These meetings, open to members 
and attenders, generated a unified response to Yearly Meeting , which Dave 
presented for approval by the Meeting.  In addition to minor editorial suggestions,  
 
Meeting approved the three major responses: 



 
(i) The changed text omits the existing first section, “Early Years”. We believe 
this omission is inappropriate, and want it restored to the text in some form. 
Fox’s statement is central to our Faith, and must be given early in the booklet. 
(ii) The proposed new text is just too long to be placed in the beginning of the 
book. We believe it would be better as an appendix or later section. We found 
the material interesting and have no doubt about its accuracy, but there is 
just too much of it to be in the beginning of our book. 
(iii) The term “Conservative” is very awkward for us, given how it is used in 
the moment. We find that the historical sketch doesn’t adequately describe 
why we have that name, and ultimately wish we would find another name 
that might both connect us with our rich heritage and differentiate us from 
other Friends who have taken different paths.  

 
These will be sent to Yearly Meeting for its consideration. 
 
Meeting broke at 10:07 after a period of silent worship. 
 
Submitted by 
Patrick Goold 
Recording Clerk 


