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Meeting of P&SJ Committee, August 2.  Following rise of Meeting for Worship on First Day, Faye Bailey, Beth 
and Tom Bertrand, Gayle Cameron, Mark Connolly, Tom Elder, Michele Ewing, Patrick Goold, Whit Peace, 
Elizabeth Waitekus, and Bob Young met to share their recent activities and concerns.  Mark Connolly served as 
recorder.  The agenda items considered were:  

1. Important Upcoming Event at Naro Theater on September 2: film “3 ½ Minutes,” with discussion 
afterwards.  This is a film documentary focusing on racial tension, violence and murder of Black youth in 
America.  Tom Bertrand reminded us of the showing of the film and the discussion afterward, sponsored by the 
Unitarian Church of Norfolk (UCN) and Empower Hampton Roads, of which VBFM is a member congregation.  
Tench Phillips will host, and the follow-up may be facilitated by Tessa Ellis of UCN.   

2. Planning for the “One Love Festival,” to be held Saturday, September 26th.  Whit and Bob Young updated the 
committee on the latest iteration of the ten-year history of the “One Love Festival,” which started as a music 
festival with multiple religious hosts, without showing any particular religious sect to have centrality. Members 
of the Virginia Beach Friends Meeting were among the founders of the festival and continue to be involved in its 
leadership.  For this most-recently planned event, Kelly Jackson, the Assoc. Director of the Center for the Study 
of Religious Freedom at Virginia Wesleyan College, has coordinated with Barbara Hamm Lee of WHRV’s 
“Another View” to moderate on September 26.  Patrick Goold mentioned that, with the change of directors, the 
emphasis of the festival seems to shift its focus through the years from a legalistic or academic approach to one 
of cultural expression and emotional wellbeing, and maybe back again. 

3. Update from Michele Ewing on the diversity workshop planned for VBFM.  Michele envisions three 
weekends for the “Beyond Diversity 101” workshops that have been tentatively approved by our Committee, to 
provide deep training for us and other members/attenders of VBFM to enable us to be more effective as 
facilitators of difficult community conversations aimed at easing relationships between public safety authorities 
and citizens in our community.  She anticipates two weekends, which she will facilitate, capped by a third 
weekend administered by her mentor, Niyonu Spann, CEO of Beyond 4 Circles and former dean at Pendle Hill. 
She proposes that each weekend will include a Friday evening session, 6-10 PM, and a Saturday session 10 AM – 
5 PM.  Tom Bertrand will work with Michele to work out optional dates over the next several months. 

4. Empower Hampton Roads Board Meeting.  The meeting will be held at noon on Thursday, August 27, at the 
Unitarian Church of Norfolk (UCN).  This coalition of churches is currently focusing on the racial problems 
exemplified by the current situation in the City of Portsmouth and other government-populace rifts that have 
occurred in recent months. 

5. Tom Bertrand’s Report on Friends Committee on National Legislation at the Yearly Meeting of the NCYMC.  
Tom made available copies of his written report on FCNL presented at Yearly Meeting in Wilmington in his 
capacity as a NCYMC representative on the national General Committee of FCNL.  A copy of that report is 
included in this report to Monthly Meeting for Business.  (See attachment) 

6.  Approval of Mission Statement and Listing of Activities of P&SJ Committee to be recommended to Monthly 
Meeting for Business.  With one minor change, the third iteration of the draft “PROPOSED RE-STATED 
STATEMENT OF MISSION/LIST OF ACTIVITIES” intended to be published on the Meeting’s website was approved 
by the Committee for forwarding to the Monthly Meeting for Business, with the understanding that it is a living 
document that can continue to be improved as the committee moves ahead with its work.  (See attachment) 



7.  Possible future minute on Climate Change.  Tom Bertrand passed on to Faye Bailey a minute on Climate 
Change from the Richmond Monthly Meeting.  In view of Faye’s passion for protecting the environment, he 
asked if she would take the lead in studying the Richmond position and advising the committee whether we 
should proceed to develop a similar position. 

8. Review our liaisons to outside organizations.   Tom Bertrand reiterated his request for volunteers to serve as 
the Committee’s liaison to organizations with which the Meeting has carried on long-term affiliations:  Bob 
Young will continue to be liaison to AFSC; Tom Bertrand will continue to serve as liaison to FCNL (he serves on 
the national General Committee of FCNL); Mark Paladini will continue with the Jewish-Christian Outreach 
Center; Tom Elder has volunteered to be liaison to Steady Footsteps; Michele Ewing and Patrick Goold expressed 
an interest in learning more about Empower Hampton Roads (Tom Bertrand encouraged them to attend the 
Board Meeting with Nancy Craft on August 27); all are encouraged to engaged in lobbying through the Virginia 
Interfaith Center for Public Policy. 

9.  Other Concerns.  Sharing of our recent activities and concerns. Patrick Goold mentioned having to detour, 
because of a closure, from his usual eastbound use of the Downtown Tunnel to using the Jordan Bridge.  As a 
result, he was able to see the large number of Naval vessels being worked on at the various shipyards, and 
considered what a huge part of our region’s economy belongs to the Defense industry and largely the Navy.  He 
witnessed the recent “christening” of the attack submarine, USS John Warner, and was struck by the irony of the 
use of prayer to empower the new sub on its potential war-waging missions.  Faye Bailey suggested that we 
express our interest in diversifying our southeast Virginia economy from our Department of Defense-centric 
economy by talking to Maurice Jones, the Virginia Secretary of Commerce & Trade.   

 
PROPOSED RE-STATED STATEMENT OF MISSION/LIST OF ACTIVITIES (fourth iteration, approved by P&SJ Committee 
following our discussion August 2): 
 
The Peace and Social Justice committee of VBFM is devoted to service as well as the development of peace programs 
in the region and throughout the world. Our work is based on the belief in the worth of every person and in the faith 
of the power of love to overcome violence and oppression. 
 
In elaboration and pursuit of this mission, our committee provides leadership for Virginia Beach Friends on the 
following activities: 
 

 Members/attenders of the Peace and Social Justice committee of VBFM seek to be effective advocates for 
peace and public policy change in our world, nation, state, and local community.  We seek a world free of war 
and the threat of war, a society with equity and justice for all.  We seek a community where every person’s 
potential may be fulfilled.  We seek an earth restored. 

 We aim to stay current with and engage national Peace & Social Justice initiatives of the Friends Committee 
on National Legislation and the American Friends Service Committee.   

 We seek to nurture, and whenever possible provide leadership for, statewide and regional coalitions with 
similar progressive missions, such as the Virginia Interfaith Center for Public Policy (VICPP), Empower 
Hampton Roads, and Virginia Organizing.  

 We seek ways to facilitate constructive engagement between public officials and those in our community who 
feel least empowered and most victimized. 

 We maintain supportive relationships with other organizations active in similar issues, such as the Judeo-
Christian Outreach Center (JCOC, a local interfaith outreach to the homeless), the Norfolk Catholic Worker, 
and Steady Footsteps (an organization founded by a member of meeting working in Vietnam).   

 We serve as a resource for peace and social justice initiatives of the faculty and students of Friends School.   

 We encourage members/attenders of our Meeting to bear witness to their beliefs by writing of letters to 
newspapers and public officials, helping organize programs that bring these issues to public attention, such as 
the One Love Festival, and participating in peace vigils with others of like mind.  


