
 

Report of Peace & Social Justice Committee  
to Monthly Meeting for Worship with Attention to Business 

June 14, 2015 
 
Draft Summary of P&SJ Activities since last Monthly Meeting for Worship with Attention to Business 

 Meeting of P&SJ Committee, June 7.  Following rise of Meeting for Worship on First Day, Faye Bailey, Tom 
Bertrand, Nancy Craft, Tom Elder, Michele Ewing, Liana Fleming, Patrick Goold, Paula Justice, Tom Kennedy, 
Robert Kent, Laley Lippard, Elizabeth Waitekus, and Bob Young met to share their recent activities and concerns.  
Michele Ewing spoke of the diversity workshops she has attended in recent weeks preparing her to train others 
to serve as effective mediators between citizens and law enforcement officials, and Laley Lippard volunteered to 
set up a “Doodle” to determine the best times to engage the greatest number of members of our committee to 
undertake three weekends of training at some point in the near future, perhaps utilizing the trainer with whom 
Michele has been working.  Faye Bailey spoke of how her home community of Portsmouth has suffered a crisis 
of confidence in its governance, finances, and public safety in recent months.  Liana Fleming spoke of the 
importance of continuing to work on Medicaid Expansion in order to close the “health insurance coverage gap“ 
that is particularly dramatic in Virginia.  Faye Bailey raised the question of how the committee might raise funds 
to help fund the various organizations which our meeting has a history of supporting, such as AFSC, FCNL, JCOC, 
Steady Footsteps, and VICPP.  Patrick Goold expressed his preference for listening vs. advocating.  In answer, 
various members of the committee spoke of the importance of taking the lead in pressing for a bettering of our 
society.  Tom Kennedy commended the committee for its efforts to ally with other faith communities and other 
local progressive organizations. 

 Proposed Revision in Mission Statement for the committee.  The Committee discussed a proposed revision of 
the committee’s mission statement.  The proposed revisions, for which Tom Bertrand invited suggestions to be 
submitted over the coming few weeks, are intended to communicate more fully the work of the committee and 
its various forms of outreach to the community, to national Quaker organizations, and to other faith 
communities committed to similar issues of peace and social justice.  The mission statement is intended to be 
submitted to Meeting for Business before the end of the summer.   

 Invitation from Norfolk Catholic Worker to participate in a peace vigil entitled "From Guantanamo to Ferguson 
-- Hold Authorities Accountable for Torture and Murder,” Friday, June 19, noon-1 pm, corner of Granby and City 
Hall.  In a related matter, Steve Baggarly and six others will go on trial in the D.C. Circuit Court of Appeals June 
25-26.  Several members of the committee have expressed an interest in attending the trial.  The seven 
defendants were arrested at their January 12 action in US Capitol Building with Witness Against Torture 
community, calling for closing Gitmo and ending police murder of African Americans. The seven are on trial for 
"unlawful protest" and face 90 days and $500 fine.  Our committee initiated a letter sent to the presiding judge 
last month in support of the protesters. 

 Several members of the committee will participate in a Legislative Collaborative Table on June 30.   The 
purpose of this interfaith meeting is to discuss issues of mutual concern, to engage in a short power analysis, 
and prepare to be more effective lobbying before the General Assembly this year.  The meeting will take place 
on Tuesday, June 30, at 7:00 pm in the Community Room at Sacred Heart Church, 520 Graydon Avenue in the 
Ghent Area of Norfolk.   

 Closing the Gap on Medicaid:  Nancy Craft has received a call from folks who are working on targeting specific 
state senators and delegates (state wide) to identify scheduled town hall meetings and events where we could 
ask specific questions for the candidates to respond - on issues specifically related to "closing the gap" on 
Medicaid. If we are interested we could also use such time for our own questions. Next week Nancy should have 
a draft of talking points and the names of those elected officials to target on healthcare.  Mike Stark (VICPP) and 
Teresa Stanley (Virginia Organizing) will be invited to help with this state wide project in support of the Hampton 
Roads area. Nancy also plans to engage Empower Hampton Roads, and the local Healthcare coalition. 

 Committee convener for 2015-16.  Tom Bertrand was asked to continue for a second year as convener of the 
committee. 

Respectfully submitted for the Committee on Peace & Social Justice by Tom Bertrand 


