
TO MEMBERS/ATTENDERS OF VIRGINIA BEACH MONTHLY MEETING 
The following letter, to be presented for approval at the May meeting for Business, was 

originally authorized at the February Meeting for Business, when Tom Bertrand offered to draft 
a letter from the Meeting in support of the witness of Steve Baggarly and Kim Williams.  The 
letter has undergone editing by several individuals and by the Committee on Peace & Social 

Justice and comes forward bearing the recommendation of that committee. 

 
Virginia Beach Friends Meeting 

Religious Society of Friends (Quakers) 
1537 Laskin Road, Virginia Beach, VA 23451 

May 10, 2015 
 
The Honorable Judge Rainey Brandt 
Magistrate Judge 
Superior Court of the District of Columbia 
500 Indiana Avenue NW, #6000 
Washington, DC 20001 
 

Re:  June 25 trial of Mr. Steve Baggarly and co-defendants, charged with unlawful assembly/disorderly 
conduct at a demonstration at the U.S. Capitol on January 12, 2015 

 
Dear Judge Brandt: 
 
 On behalf of the congregation of the Quakers belonging to the Virginia Beach Friends Meeting, as 
authorized in our Monthly Meeting for Business on May 10, 2015, I am writing to express strong support for the 
principled position taken by Mr. Steve Baggarly and his co-defendants in urging the closing of the American base at 
Guantanamo and protesting United States military interrogation methods which we believe are in contravention of 
the United Nations Convention Against Torture.  We submit that these fellow citizens were exercising their rights 
as Americans to speak their truth on issues of conscience.   
 
 We find ourselves in a quandary.  We are American citizens who believe both in the rule of law and in a 
higher rule of morality and goodness.  We have long admired and found common ground with Mr. Baggarly in his 
public opposition to torture.  We understand that he and his co-defendants plan to represent themselves in court.  
For the sake of their beliefs, they are willing to bear the punishment for their so-called “criminal” acts of 
assembling and demonstrating at the Capitol against government actions which they consider immoral and 
contrary to the values of our nation and their religious faith.   
 
  We admire the clarity of their moral reasoning in accepting whatever punishment is imposed by the court; 
however, however, we also pray that the court use your discretion to mitigate the full weight of the law, should 
these defendants be found guilty. They are servants of our humanity. They should be honored.  Since 1987, Mr. 
Baggarly and his wife, Kim, as well as their two sons, have vowed and lived lives of poverty, working among the 
most impoverished citizens of Los Angeles CA and Norfolk VA, while witnessing consistently and courageously on 
behalf of racial and economic justice and peace. They are worthy inheritors of the mission and powerful moral 
example of the late Dorothy Day of the Catholic Worker movement.  We know no one who is a finer exemplar of 
the spirit of American idealism and his Christian faith than Mr. Baggarly.  
 

We trust to the wisdom and quality of mercy that you will bring to bear in presiding over the trial of Mr. 
Baggarly and his co-defendants. 

Sincerely yours, 
 

Pat Phelan Young, Clerk, Virginia Beach Friends Meeting 


